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In the New Year Let’s Climb! 


The New Year is like a beautiful, sturdy mountain, reaching into the infinite 


Suggestions for scaling the heights of 1934 


LOOK UP and see what heights are climbable and where they are 
STIR UP one’s self and make ready to climb 


CLIMB UP clear to the top ee 
STAY UP. long enough really to see . = 
LIFT OTHERS UP and climb higher yourself B 
% Come down again with increased wisdom, experience and 
(3 power. Apply what you have learned— . 
instruct and guide others ks 
O Father, guide my hand that through this year is 
I shall a record write that all may read. >| 


Help me its pages to illumine bright 

With kindly word and deed. 

May each day show some worthwhile work begun 
Let no blot of selfishness appear, 

No idly-spoken harm; O Father God, 

Bless Thou this New Y ear. 
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This little money-saving device is an indispensable aid when 
special offerings are made in any Lutheran Church or Luther League. 
Its use is a guarantee that contributions will come in very liberally. 


The card when closed is a circle, three and one-quarter inches 
in diameter, the front printed with the Luther emblem in red, 
yellow, blue and black. On the back is an explanation of the 
emblem as described by the great Reformer, Martin Luther. 


The inside of the card is made with circular openings in which 
dimes are placed. No paste or gummed stickers are required to 
hold the coins in place as the construction of the coin aperture is 
such that a small strap securely holds each coin. 


Cards of two coin capacities can be supplied. The one shown 
on the left of the illustration is for adult use. It holds five dimes 
and in addition a bill or check can be inserted under a special strap 
which holds it securely in place. The right hand card holds ten 
dimes and is intended for use by Luther League and Sunday School 
members as it is felt that they will give dimes more readily. 
Suitable maxims and mottoes are printed around the coin openings 
in each style. 


No. 1.—For Luther League and Sunday School. 
No. 2.—For Adults. 


PRICE 
In quantities of less than one hundred, 
Four cents each 
In hundred lots—$3.50 


Ni 


Have You Your 1934 READING COURSE BOOKS? 


The Reading Course Books should be purchased by the local 
League in quantity, depending on the membership. The Educational 
Secretary will promote their circulation among the members, using 
a simple library card system. Record should be kept of those com- 
pleting the books, either on a chart or in some other way. Recogni- 
tion is due those who finish the course indicated for their particular 
group. 


The Reading Courses will also be worthwhile additions to a 
Sunday School or community library. 


Send for prospectus. 


The United Lutheran Publication House 


1228-1234 Spruce Street 


Philadelphia . 
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1934=The Open Door—1934 


A way of Entrance A way of Exit 


Responsibility 


Accept your Respon- ~ 
sibilities Seriously 
2 


Opportunity 


See Your 


Opportunities 


Jesus:-—“‘I am the door; by me if any man enter in, he shall 
be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.”’ 


SCOM a” (SO) a 
“Go and tell John what things ye 


“COME AND SEE” have seen and heard” 


 ———— 
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“Go ye therefore, and teach 
all nations” 9) 


AA 


COME UNTO ME” 


G4Fo 


The open doors of our Churches offer to us the opportunity to worship, to ap- < 
proach to the mercy seat of God, and the privilege of Communion—but also remind us Tl 
of our responsibility to serve God in the world. 
2 
5 


A door through which you can pass only in one direction is not a door, it is a 
trap. The door of the Church of Christ swings inward and outward. 


As we stand on the threshold of a new year we cannot get away from the idea 
that we stand before the door of opportunity and responsibility. 


Michael Angelo knew how to bring the angel out of the rough stone. But some- 
body must quarry the marble, fashion the chisel, temper the hammer. The tool and the 
task are related. The instrument maker and the instrument user are partners. 


There are no common tasks. Tasks are mutual, dependent, related. The new 
year is a challenge, not a repression, it. calls to adventure, sacrifice, service. 


There is a guide who never falters, He knows the evils that surround me, 
And where He leads I cannot stray, The turnings that would lead astray, 
For step by step, He goes before me, No foes of night can e’er confound me, 
And marks my path. He knows the way. For Jesus leads. He knows the way. 


He knows the path that leads to glory, 
Thy every fear He will allay, 

To bring thee safe at last to heaven, 
Let Jesus lead. He knows the way. 


Rut m. te fpork 


Executive Secretary 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


INVITES 


1935 


‘Che Luther League of America 


Charleston 


Miss Evelyn Caughman 


Our President with outstretched arms 
expresses the welcome that 


WON’T YOU COME? 


awaits you. 


d 
—————— 
CHOOSING CAREERS 
(By Paul M. Kinports, Educational Secretary) 
Learn to Direct Yourself 
Cultivate Your Vision to See 
Develop Your Ability to Do 


Be Alert For New Ideas 
Use God's Gifts 


Choose—That’s a good word. It implies that we’ve 
thought about our wants and made a decision. Life is 
a continual process of making choices. A person who 
can’t make decisions is unfortunate—he’s pulled hither 
and thither by his wants until he can’t bank on himself 
and no one else can bank on him. We quit drifting 
when we think about our wants, make choices, and back 
up our choices with result-getting habits. 

Choose Wisely—To choose wisely, one must first 
know the things among which the choice is to be made. 
Offer a baby its choice between a thousand dollar bank- 
note and a bright, new, shiny silver dollar—and you will 
save nine hundred and ninety-nine dollars. Show a 
native of Senegambia a tiny lead-covered tube of radium 
in your left hand and a brass cartridge in your right— 
and your right will be empty before you can wink. 

Both baby and Senegambian have chosen wisely 
according to their lights. Baby chooses the bright dol- 
lar rather than the dirty paper because bright dollars 
are fine for cutting teeth. The Senegambian sees no 
use for a dull tube, but for the bright one he will bore 
a hole in his ear. Truly wise choices then, depend en- 
tirely upon complete knowledge. 

Choose Knowingly—A calf is dependent—it can’t 
think out better ways of living. We can think; we can 
imagine different and happier ways of living; we can 
test, by our own experience and of others, our parents 
can start us on our way, teachers and schools help a lot 


in establishing our ways, our friends and companions 
greatly influence our ways. Look over the professional 
and vocational worlds. Select three or four professions 
or vocations that especially appeal to you. Study them. 
Learn all you can about them, the nature of the work, 
the service it renders, the training it requires, its ad- 
vantages and disadvantages, whether or not it is over- 
crowded, if it has a future. 

Choose With God’s Help—lIf we want our lives to be 
high, if we aspire to the things exalted, we must never 
forget life’s humblest service. 

If you yearn for the abundant life, the “life plus,” 
if you want your life to be the finest, finished product— 
take your hands off it. Let God get at you. Let God 
get His hands on you. Most men defeat the possibility 
of the highest in life for themselves, and the choosing 
of a career, by pushing aside from their moulding work 
and choosing function, the pierced hands, of the Son of 
God. The only way to success and happiness is to learn 
God’s will and do it. You must pray. Ask God to 
make His will clear and you must.spend valuable time 
in His presence. The Bible gives you the transcripts 
from the experience of others, and saturating your life 
with the Spirit which moved them, you therefore pre- 
pare your heart to hear God’s voice. 


Life Plus 


Laid on Thine altar, O my Lord divine, 
Accept this gift today for Jesus’ sake. 
I have no jewels to adorn Thy shrine, 
Nor any world-famed sacrifice to make; 
But here I bring within my trembling hand 
This will of mine, a thing that seemeth small, 
And Thou alone, O Lord, canst understand 
How when I yield Thee this—I yield mine all. 


—Selected 


The best way to prepare for something better is to 
put a great deal of thought and energy into the ac- 
tivities of today. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


LUTHERAN YOUTH VIGOROUSLY EAGER 
(By Charles Krauth Fegley) 

Open before me on the desk are copies of the 
Lutheran Herald, the Walther League Messenger, the 
Lutheran Standard, the Lutheran Companion, and the 
Luther League Review. All are thrillingly crowded with 
accounts of the varied, purposeful, hopeful and effective 
plans, programs and performances of the youth of the 
Norwegian Lutheran Church of America, the Synodical 
Conference, the American Lutheran Church, the Augus- 
tana Synod and the United Lutheran Church in Ameri- 
ca. Three of them have detailed, illustrated stories of 
momentous conventions held during the past summer. 
One announces the program of a convention held during 
October. One introduces us to a strikingly different 
conception of immediate duty to the Church. 

In contrast to these stirring tales of youth rallying 
to the Church’s need through convention proceedings 
and inspirations, is the story of another group’s thought- 
ful reaction to an emergency situation undreamed of 
when the Luther League of America in 1931 accepted 
Detroit’s invitation for the 1933 convention. Here was a 
question of immediate duty to the Church. Just as 
vigorously eager for the fellowship and fervor of a 
great convention as youth ever is, this United Lutheran 
Church group faced two embarrassments: The desperate 
financial situation in Detroit, which had crippled the 
convention committee there; the fact that total conven- 
tion expenses, if assumed by the Luther League treasury 
—already depleted by the stringency in the United Lu- 
theran Church—would seriously handicap the regular 
activities of the League organization, especially its Se- 
cretaries. “Let us show our loyalty by foregoing our 
convention,” they said, “they also serve who only sit 
and wait.’ Out of this voluntary relinquishing of the 
general convention inspiration, there seems to have been 
born an intensified interest in State and District gather- 
ings for the reports fairly throb with stories of enthusi- 
asm, serious-minded study and forward-looking deci- 
sions. Our Lutheran youth, by all these varied tokens, 
are vigorously in the Church, thoughtful of the Church, 
eager to be led by the Church. Take heart ye who are 
of despairing soul. Listen to the joyous tramp of these 
thousands bent upon the new crusade of righteousness. 
Lift up your eyes upon the beaming faces of those who 
are not only treading where the Saviour trod, but who 
are to tread where we now march when our service days 
under the resplendent cross have passed. Rejoice, ye 
who feel the weariness of the battle! 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE PLEDGE 
No Need of Other Pledges 

The only pledge in the Luther League is the bap- 
tismal covenant. Confirmation is not a new pledge; but 
it is the reafarming of the baptismal covenant with re- 
joicing. It is the permanent pledge. It is a pledge that 
stands. There is no need of other renewal than that 
the Master Himself provides in His Holy Supper. The 
catechumen waking up to the seriousness of his moral 
relations in life reviews the whole situation and says in 
effect, “Here I stand; I cannot do otherwise, God help 
me!” It is a comprehensive pledge. It is not a piecemeal 
pledge. Pledges against profanity, impurity, drunken- 
ness, lying and the like, are all comprehended in the 


Page Three 


baptismal covenant. weaken 


We that 
special pledges which imply that the baptismal pledge is 
defective. We strengthen that covenant by studying 
God’s law in its fullness; Christ’s life in its perfection, 
and our duty in our several relations in life. 


covenant by 


GO) IWO) Wak, (OVEN) 
The Luther League Outlook 

Someone has warned us to “never mind the business 
outlook—be on the lookout for business.’ Well, that 
is what your President and executive staff are going 
to do this year with the Luther League of Ohio. We 
are Oines to, msOutan Close our eyes to the Uuther 
League’s outlook, and be on the lookout for 
opportunity to make the State Luther League an or- 
ganization that will make us all sit up and take notice. 
Many organizations are like trees—they begin to die at 
the top. Well, let us assure you that the top of this 
Luther League tree is very much alive and if some- 
one doesn’t strip the limbs off (meaning your own 
local League), this tree is going to experience a rapid 
and fruitful growth. Already we are starting a State- 
wide program of extension, splitting up the State into 
nineteen units and even employing such things as a 
jig-saw puzzle to stimulate interest. 

But let me hasten to remind you that State officers 
cannot inaugurate a State program the size of an ocean 
wave, and at the same time carry your League along 
on its crest. So, see that your League gets into the 
swim with all its might and help us to make the waves 
that will dash to pieces the derelicts of indifference, 
lawlessness and Godlessness that make our sailing so 
dangerous; otherwise all that will be left of us will be 
a big splash. A greater Luther League of Ohio can 
come about only when we have greater locals with 
larger visions. The secret of it all is action. Carlyle 
said: “The end of man is an action and not a thought, 
though it were the noblest.” Let us labor together 
“While it is day, for the night cometh when no man 
shall work.” “If God be for us, who can stand against 
us?’ Let us pray Ged for that holy zeal that so 
characterized the Master, and the Kingdom o/ God will 
indeed come within the Luther League of Ohio. 


every 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA JOIN 
WITH REGRETS IN SAYING— 
“AUF WIEDERSEHEN” 

On September 29th, the Young People’s Committee 
of the Synod drew up the following resolution: 

Whereas, the United Synod of New York has been 
especially fortunate in its choice for Executive Secre- 
tary for Young People’s Work, and 

Whereas, it is with sincere regret that circumstances 
outside our control make it necessary that this relation- 
ship be discontinued; therefore, 

Be It Resolved, That we hereby tender to Miss 
Ethel R. Tussing, Executive Secretary for Young 
People’s Work of the United Synod of New York, our 
deep sense of appreciation for her loyal, faithful and 
devoted service which has been of such great value in 
the extension of our field. 

The Leaguers of New York State join with those 
of New Jersey and Connecticut in thanking Miss Tuss- 
ing for her friendly he’p and wish her all success in 
her new field of endeavor. 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


MISSIONS=“‘The World For Christ” 


Has Your State or Synodical League Met Its Quota With Japan Seminary? If Not, Why Not ? 


NEW YEAR POSSIBILITIES IN THE 
MISSIONARY DEPARTMENT 

What does 1934 hold for the youth o: the Church 
in missions? There are many possibilities and every 
League can accomplish all of them. 

First, let us clear up the Japanese objective. 
last mile is always the hardest, but 1f we pull together 
and “double quick forward give,” the $15,000 will be 
raised. 

Next, let us study up and organize mission study 


The 


classes. “One in every League.” The book is “Build- 
ers of a New World,” by Bartlett. 
Then, let ‘us read up and become an informed 


youth in missions. Subscribe to missionary magazines, 
distribute leaflets and read the reports of the various 
mission boards and you will see many possibilities. 

Lastly, don’t forget to follow up the Seven Point 
Program. The Missionary Department is working on 
an up-trail. It takes a little more energy to make this 
grade but let us try to accomplish it. 


Yours for a happy year. 
WINNIE BUTT, Missionary Secretary 


A FOREIGN MISSION FIELD 
THROUGH EYE GATE 

With a cover decidedly Chinese in type and picture 
and its sixty-three inner pages crowded with most in- 
teresting illustrations and information, there has come 
all the way from China to pastors and others a unique 
and impressive piece of foreign mission literature. 

It bears the title “U. L. C. Christians In the Middle 
Kingdom,” and the cover illustration is a Chinese Chris- 
tian artist’s conception of Luke 18:17: “Whosoever 
shall not receive the kingdom of God as a little child, 
he shall in no wise enter therein.” This in itself makes 
the book worth having. We learn from its pages the 
English translations of the names of stations and preach- 
ing points. What a picturesque list it is: “Village of 
the Blue Family” (Lan Tsun), “Plant Family Town” 
(Fan Chia Tan), “Plum Family Inn’ (Li Chia Tien 
Tzu), “Slow Family Village” (Chih Chia Tsun), “Forest 
Family Village” (Lin Chia Chuang) “Summer River 
Town” (Hsia Ho Cheng), “Populous Elevation” (Kao 
Mi), “Vision of Long Life’ (Ching Chih), “Spruce 
Garden” (Sung Yuan), and the like. From the pages 
our missionaries and their families greet us in photo- 
graphic reproduction. The native workers do the same. 
There are preaching stations, staff pictures, church bul- 
letin boards, Chinese families, musicians, schools, student 
groups, cradle rolls, winsome kiddies, earnest adults, 
dignified grandparents, the hospital, the patients, the 
native nurses, and the medical staff. These pictures 
must be seen to be appreciated. We learn that Tsimo 
means “Black Water City.” We learn that there is a 
“Battle Ax Family Town” (Liu Chia Tan), There is a 
“Village of the Braggarts” (Wu Chia Chuang), an 
“Island of Shadows” (Yin Tao), and a “Look and See 
Village” (Tai Tou). Tsingtao is the “Green Island 
City.” A map helps the reader to get his géography 


unscrambled. As a piece of thorough-going promotional 
literature this publication by our Chinese mission 1s 
worthy both of praise and of use. China will be a much 
more personal and living reality in the thinking of the 
United Lutheran Church Christians after they have 


journeyed through these pages. 


—N. L. C. 


THE SPIRIT OF MISSIONS 

Nothing better exemplifies the mind of Christ than 
the spirit of missions. The love which takes men and 
women from home and its comforts, to devote them- 
selves to work among heathen in India, or Africa, or in 
destitute parts of our own land, is divine. That un- 
believers should wonder at it, is not strange, for love 
is a hidden motive to those who have not felt it. Neither 
is it strange that the heathen in many places have sus- 
pected personal or political promptings. 

On the other hand, the presence of men actuated 
only by love, is an object lesson. In their devotion and 
self-sacrifice, Christ is “lifted up,” and so both by word 
and example, they draw men to Him. 


’ 


NAPOLEON’S DRUMMER BOY, AND CHRIST’S 

“Luther Leaguers, leave it to others to murmur and 
complain. Leave it to others to look into the future 
with pessimism and misgivings. You whose beaming 
faces and cheerful songs have been in such pronounced 
evidence on every side are optimists. You will carry 
out this word: Let us press forward. Leave it to others 
to clamor for further retreats and withdrawals of forces 
from portions of the Church’s present day battlefield. 
Am I mistaken when I say that you are not in a mood 
to sound the retreat? 

“Tn one of his battles Napoleon considered the cause 
for the day hopelessly lost. He turned to his drummer 
boy and said: Lad, beat me a retreat. But, mind you, 
that young man dared to reply: Sir, I do not know how; 
I was never taught to beat a retreat; but I can beat a 
charge that will make the dead fall in line; I beat that 
charge at Lodi; I beat it at the Pyramids; let‘me beat it 
now. And without waiting for a further command he 
beat his charge, and over the dead and wounded, over 
the breastworks and batterymen, he led the way to 
victory. 

“Here stands our great Leader. Do you not see 
Him? Surely that glorious vision which came to you 
last Sunday afternoon has not been dimmed, but glori- 
fied by these later convention days. Even now He ap- 
pears among us as the incomparable Christ. Unlike 
earthly generals, He never thinks of beating a retreat, 
even though some of His little drummer boys are fre- 
quently willing to do so. Even now He is wondering 
what all these drummer boys found in this room will do. 
He is saying to you * * * from the East and the 
West, from the South and from the North: Boys, beat 
me a charge that will make even the dead fall in line. 

“What say you? What is your reply? He is wait- 
ing for it.’—From closing convention address of Rev. 
Theo. L. Fritschel—Lutheran Standard. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


A CHRISTIAN AND MISSIONS 

The Christian who does not believe in missions is 
an ignorant Christian. The term Christian is applied 
to him very loosely. He has never studied the teaching 
of Christ or he would have discovered how He opened 
the door of invitation to every creature. He has never 
opened his ear to the commands of Christ, commands 
that are no less ambitious than the conquest of the 
world. The very last command He made to His fol- 
lowers was a missionary command. This was not a 
new thought to the disciples. He had been teaching 
them His universal mission. 


ROCKY BOY MISSION FILM 
“Rocky Boy Mission In Action,’ a motion picture, 
in re-edited and lengthened form may now be secured 
from John Gable, 30 East Gowen Avenue, Mt. Airy, 
Philadelphia. Full information may be obtained by 
writing him. Use it for your missionary program. 


AN INNER LEADER 

In the days when Jesus walked among men there 
was a pathetic search among the people for someone 
who would lead them out of their confusion, both re- 
ligious and political, to a more satisfactory state of 
affairs. And Jesus came preaching the kingdom of 
God, which found a ready reception in the hearts of 
His hearers. They asked Him when the kingdom should 
come, and Jesus replied, “The kingdom of God cometh 
not with observation; neither shall they say, Lo here! 
or There! for lo, the kingdom of God is within you.” 

Today we are looking for someone to lead us out 
of the economic morass into which we have fallen. 
Some follow this man, and some that, and some follow 
not at all, but just sit without spirit enough to follow 
anyone. 

And just as individuals through the ages have found 
the kingdom of God within themselves, without depend- 
ing upon others to bring it to them, so can we as indi- 
viduals find the qualities within ourselves to dispel the 
doubt and hesitation which grips us. 

Faith, courage, and a willingness to put one’s 
shoulder to the wheel wait only for the man within us 
to call, “Come on!” 


EVERYMAN’S CHRIST 

Leading to a certain city, there is a bridge. In the 
parapets leading to the bridge are twelve statues of 
Christ. One represents Him as the shepherd, another 
as the sower, another the carpenter, another the phy- 
sician, and so on, the twelve. As the shepherds come 
from the hillsides with their flocks, passing into the 
city, they pause before Christ, the shepherd. As the 
peasants come with their baskets to the markets, they 
pray before Christ the sower. As the artisans with saw 
and plane hasten to their workshops, they stop a mo- 
ment and worship Christ the carpenter. As the sick 
and suffering hobble on canes and crutches out into the 
sunshine, drawing near, they pause and pour out their 
sick souls to Christ the great physician. Each finds 
Him all sufficient. He is everything to everybody.— 
Elmer E. Helms in “Men Who Made and Marred His- 
tory,” Fleming H. Revell Company. 
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Our Training School at Monte Flores, San Juan, Porto Rico 


PUERTO RICO LEAGUERS HEAR 
EX-GOVERNOR BEVERLY 


The Luther League of Catano, Puerto Rico, had the 
honor of entertaining Ex-Governor James Beverly at its 
recent meeting. Luther Leaguers who made the famous 
cruise to the island at the dedication of Monte Flores 
will recall Governor Beverly and his timely remarks. 
They will remember gratefully the reception given by 
Governor and Mrs. Beverly at Casa Blanca. He has a 
warm place in his heart for the Luther League of 
America. On the occasion of his visit to the Catano 
League he gave a fascinating and illuminating lecture 
which gripped his great audience from start to finish. 
Luther Leaguers jammed the church until the walls 
fairly bulged, An overflow heard his talk through the 
open windows. 

Missionary Hernandez and his young people are 
thoroughly alive in the work of the League. This was 
the banner meeting of their entire history. 


THIRTY-ONE YEARS AGO 


Luther M. Kuhns became the first General Secre- 
tary of the Luther League of America in January, 1903, 
thirty-one years ago. The Luther League Review in its 
issue of that month said: 

“In a few weeks the new General Secretary of the 
Luther League of America will be on the field. His 
work will need the encouragement and earnest support 
of every officer and. member. We have looked forward 
to the time when this important place in our organiza- 
tion should be filled and now that it is about to be 
realized our duty lies in giving every encouragement 
to the new Secretary. Particularly at the beginning of 
his work is this greatly to be desired and in the meet- 
ings that will be arranged for shortly in all the principle 
League centers it is very important that our members 
without exception should attend, showing by their pres- 
ence that they intend to give our brother their heartiest 
support. Above all, the earnest prayers of all League 
members are essential to the success of his work.” 


Do not fail to attend the Annual National Junior 
Institute in Philadelphia, Pa., February 16 <nd 17, 1934. 
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If | Were a Leader of a League Meeting 


(First of a series to be published each month of this year) 


The outlining of a program is a large task, but a 
program on paper is not a program in fact; the real 
job remains to be done. The program on paper is like 
a party platform, it is a promise of what may be. 

To make this promise a reality, there should be a 
conscientious and competent leadership, supported by a 
loyalty of the Leaguers assembled. 

The leader of a meeting has a rare opportunity. His 
task is like that of the mountain guide. He takes his 
company to new heights from which they can see things 
they have never seen before. Not only the range of 
forest clad hills, the large winding river and the wide 
expanse of fertile plain lying in the distance, but the 
immediate objects such as the blossoming bush, the little 
rivulet that flows down over the rocks at your feet should 
also be called to the attention of the company. 

The mountain guide who sits by the wayside at 
the foot of the peak or leads the group in circles is not 
a good guide to say the least. There are too many 
leaders of League meetings just like that. 

Too many leaders and speakers are brought into 
our meeting who do not know the immediate needs 
of the local group or who are not acquainted with the 
program of the League and no definite results are ac- 
complished. 

Outside speakers should be secured only when there 
is a subject upon which the Leaguers clearly lack in- 
formation. A League that has an outside speaker at all 
their meetings is not likely to develop a large number 
of active leaders. 

Many League leaders with the opportunity of ex- 
ploring new territory, opening new vistas, and present- 
ing new thrills, go around in circles and never arrive 
at any destination. 

If I were the leader of a meeting I would: 

1. Refuse to lead a meeting if asked by the 
Educational Secretary or the Devotional Committee on 
the day of the meeting. (This is not to be taken too 
literally; there are exceptions, but the leader should 
have sufficient notice in advance to prepare for the dis- 
cussion of the topic and do justice to the subject.) 

2. Get the Luther League Review, The Topics 
Quarterly, The Lutheran, and all other suggested ma- 
terial that will aid in preparation. 

3. At least a week before the meeting make a num- 
ber of specific assignments to members of the League. 
A clear statement of what is wanted. A day before the 
meeting be assured that those to whom the assign- 
ment has been made will serve. 
of the leader’s task. 

4. Assign some one to lead the worship service 
and help them prepare the best possible program. (The 
Topics Quarterly offers suggestions for each service. ) 

5. Begin the meeting on time. I would not start to 
talk until the group became silent and retain control 
from start to finish. Make the last five minutes the 
most important five minutes of the hour. End the 
meeting on time. 

6. Seek to lift the discussion to the level of the 
highest spiritual values. 


Supervision is a part 


7. See that the meeting is well announced and 
advertised. 

8. (a) Encourage participation by various mem- 
bers. Re 

(b) Avoid debates just for the sake of gaining a 
point (not necessary to have judges in a League de- 
bate. Let the members decide the question on the 
evidence presented.) 

(c) Let one of the officers make the announcements. 

9. Plan for the meeting. Work the plan. Ac- 
complish some result. (The value of a meeting is 
proved when, as a result of it, something worthwhile 
happens.) 

10. See that someone has greeted the guests or 
visitors when they arrive and speak to them personally 
before they leave. (Invite them to come again.) 

11. Write to the Luther League of America, 1228 
Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa., for further help in 
planning my meetings in case it were necessary. 


Between 


The 
Book-Ends 


February Is Bible Month 

“Let There Be Light”—a beautiful pageant-drama 
prepared by Rev. Elliot Field, D.D., and published by 
the American Bible Society, would make a fine presen- 
tation during this month. 

Price 25 cents each, 5 for $1.00. Order from Ameri- 
can Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York. 

A book of brief daily devotions for the- entire year 
entitled “The Day’s Worship,” edited by Rev. C. B. 
Foelsch, Ph.D. Each daily devotion includes an in- 
dicated lesson, as: Eternal God—Sin—Worship—The 
Church—Patience—Wisdom—Humility, etc. a brief 
text, a meditation thereon, and a short prayer. Just 
what you need for your daily devotions. Price 75 cents. 
Order from the United Lutheran Publication House, 
1228 Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

“Go! Champions of Light,” Frances Jenkins Olcott 
(Fleming H. Revell Company—$1.75). This is a “dif- 
ferent hook of missionary stories—stories of the unusual, 
the thrilling, the adventurous, that will appeal to hero- 
loving boys and girls. 

More, these true stories of the Champions of Light 
who went forth to follow their great Leader, the 
“Light of the World,” changed history, and their stories 
are an inspiration and a challenge to the boys and girls 
to likewise become Champions of Light. 

The first series of stories centers around ancient 
Assyria, and the early Nestorian Church. India follows 
with the stories of William Carey. Then comes a group 
of stories of the tropical lands, with the tales of Bishop 
Coley Patteson. These are followed by a fourth group, 
stories of the isles of the seas, with the story of Cap- 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


tain Cook, Queen Kapiolani of the Hawaiian Islands, 
and other fascinating tales. 

Miss Olcott is an expert story teller and the stories 
are given in an unusual and appealing manner that will 
hold the Juniors’ interest to the very last. 

The book is pedagogically correct, and may be used 
as a mission study class book centering on India, Persia 
and the South Seas, as well as for reading, both aloud 
in the meetings and for the Juniors’ own reading, for 
story telling, and for essay writing. 

One of the fine features of the book is the list of 
supplementary reading given in the back of the book. 

“Go! Champions of Light” should be available in 
every children’s organization. 


THE STORY OF GABRIEL VAS—BIBLE MAN 
(By Willard Price) 

We go down a street full of holes, steering around 
broken glass. Railroad tracks on the right. Shabby 
gray huts on the left. A depressing scene. 

But then we come to an oasis in the desert, a bril- 
liant spot of color—a rainbow of a front yard full of 
nodding flowers! The little house behind it—yes, that 
is the number we are looking for. 

Our knock is answered, and by the first man with 
a clean shave we have discovered in this*part of the 
city—a quiet, intelligent, gentle person who does not 
seem to belong on this gunman type of street. 


So he has made the street, or at least part of it, be- 
long to him. The house of Gabriel Vas, the Bible man, 
although as poor as the others, is subtly different—be- 
cause it is a Christian’ home. It breathes comfort and 
peace. Its plain furnishings, its books, magazines, its 
open Bible, are redolent with the personality of those 
who live here. 

But the true index to the character of a household- 
er is his backyard. If his spirit is cinders and dust, so 
will his backyard be. If his soul is full of flowers and 
springtime, some of the beauty of it will escape into 
his backyard. 

Knowing this, we really should not gasp with as- 
tonishment, as we do, when Gabriel Vas throws open 
the back door and leads us into a veritable paradise of 
flowers. More than two hundred varieties luxurate in 
this garden where six years ago there was not a blade of 
grass. The splendor of the color symphony is matched 
only by the fragrance of the blooms. We cannot decide 
whether we are charmed more by things seen or things 
smelled—or things tasted, for the garden contains fruits, 
berries and vegetables in abundance. In the center of 
the garden is a rose covered bower where Gabriel Vas, 
his wife, and son, come daily for family worship. 

When we peer over the vine covered fences we see 
that the contagion has spread. All up and down the 
street backyards are flowering from seeds and cuttings 
loaned by Mr. Vas. These gardens hardly compare with 
his, yet they show plainly the force of good example. 

But a Christian who has come to share with his 
Creator the will to create loveliness and beauty, does 
not stop with the backyards of South Chicago hovels. 
He goes on to the dusty, hidden backyards of men’s 
hearts. 

I watch Gabriel Vas as he does it. With his bag 
full of Bibles, Testaments and Gospels which the Ameri- 


Page Seven 


can Bible Society has supplied to him, one of its official 
colporteurs, he goes out into the dust-swirling street. 
Yonder is a peripatetic grocery on wheels and a vender 
with a raucous voice who is proclaiming that he has 
fresh carrots, beans and cabbages for sale, cheap. 

“But not so cheap as this,” interrupts Gabriel Vas 
quietly, displaying an open Gospel of St. John. ‘“Salva- 
tion is free.” 

How will a busy street grocer brook such inter- 
ference? I soon see. After a moment of surprise, he 
buries the silent Mr. Vas under a storm of abuse. But 
the Bible man comes up smiling. He replies calmly, per- 
suasively. He is happy, because there is nothing he 
likes better than gardening, and he is going to plant 
seeds in this hard soil. The horses stand lazily, the scale 
swings empty, as the vender, now silent in his turn, 
listens to the earnest message and turns the pages of 
the Gospel that Mr. Vas has pressed into his hand. He 
is listening to a great story, the greatest story in the 
world. Somehow his carrots and cabbages do not seem 
very important now. Finally it is the Bible man who 
must excuse himself, on the plea that there are many 
other people he must visit. As he passes on down the 
street, I see the vender standing motionless beside his 
load, forgetful of everything except the little book which 
he is reading. 


Anyone and everyone is a “prospect” for the Bible 
man: the street cleaner, who stands below the curb with 
brush and can, and smokes his pipe meditatively as he 
listens; a mechanic poised on a stepladder, repairing the 
top of an automobile; two young men at the door of a 
pool hall; an unemployed father wheeling a baby car- 
riage ceaselessly up and down the block, and glad 
enough to have a companion for half a dozen round trips; 
the proprietor of a Mexican restaurant whose white- 
scrawled windows proclaim the virtues of hot tamales 
and chili con carne; a housewife going home carrying 
a full shopping bag and trailing a drowsy child who is 
not too sleepy, however, to demand that his mother buy 
a Gospel because of the bright picture on the cover; 
a haberdasher; a policeman; a priest; and what seems 
to be a bundle of rags im a dark doorway but proves to 
be the not very human form of a down-and-out. 

Vas loves them all; lifts them to a higher plane of 


‘thought and action; gives them a glimpse of a better 


life. He works quietly. He is no blustering salesman. 
He appears almost timid. But what seems to be timidi- 
ty is really a Christ-like gentleness. He has no fear. 
He will approach anyone, anywhere. His voice is low 
—yet the listener soon realizes that here is a man who 
speaks with authority. 

He could accomplish much by the spoken word 
alone, but he uses it only to introduce the Book. He 
himself was converted by reading the Bible, therefore 
he has the utmost faith in its power. He wants to get 
a copy of it, or a portion of it, into the hands of every- 
one who needs help—and who does not? No one pays 
him a salary to do this work. He depends for his liveli- 
hood upon the commissions from the sale of Scriptures. 
And yet, time after time during the day, I see him give 
to those who cannot buy, thus not only sacrificing his 
commission, but cheerfully charging himself with the 
cost of the book he has given away. And I see him talk 
long and earnestly, in one case for more than an hour, 
to indigent persons to whom he has already given the 
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Word, and who cannot possibly yield him a cent of 
profit. 

No, it is the joy of gardening that keeps him at it. 
He likes to see the crusted soil breaking open, the seeds 
of truth germinating, the tender shoots of faith appear- 
ing, and at last the flowers and fruit of a Christ-filled 
life spreading fragrance and beauty in a drab world 

It is happy work, but not easy. There is daily 
persecution, scorn, scoffing, rebuke and rebuff. But he 
never dares indulge his temper. He must bear all in- 
lignities with dignity. He must remember Whose am- 
bassador he is. At the end of the day he seeks the 
garden behind his home. He goes to work with shears, 
and hoe and hose. I express surprise that he is able 
to work thus after tramping the streets all day. 

“Tt refreshes mie,” he says. “I store up strength 
here for the next day.” 

When the last scarlet light of the afterglow is mir- 
rored in the roses, I meet with the Vas family in the 
little bower for evening worship. And as Gabriel Vas 
prays that the labors of the day may prove fruitful, I 
recall the many similar prayers I have heard, the peti- 
tions of Bible men throughout this land and beyond the 
seas who have dedicated their lives to making the beauty 
of holiness bloom in the neglected back yards of the 
hearts of men. 


Last Minute Reports 


of League Finances 
and Objectives 
To December 4, 1933 
HAVE YOU DONE YOUR PART? 


REPORT OF THE JAPAN OBJECTIVE 
December 4, 1933 


League Quota Senior Inter. Junior 
la batrial atari miavacnatseselere $ 9.35 $10.00 $1.00 $1.00 
Northern California ...... 91.30 45.65 
Southern California ...... 134.75 50.00 
Canada Pn corte tee eine 4.70 2.50 . 
Columbia District ....... 78.65 
Gonnecticuti... re anmemee 268.95 163.83 
5—Florida ......... ayer 60.50 60.50 
(CCOHSES Sddinhoaogbansuee 201.85 134.43 12.98 6.50 
T—<TMin ish saree ecieesiieine 695.75 688.00 12.00 
idliamial pea fistereleremiciercie tere 295.90 125.00 9.00 2.00 
Aa T OWA La oleh i citisiie ru tonic 156.20 156.20 1.06 
ZI ANSASIMstels gisreieceielciece lee 95.70 99.60 9.50 9.52 
7—Maryland ........... 836.55 930.92 59.07 53.01 
IMM GREY So so Seb ba Goel 322.85 274.75 9.50 12525) 
3—Minnesota ........... 187.55 189.36 3.18 
MESES Det Kootehed a oodAN 31.90 
Miowtaria’ 12 Aue os st erlesees 13275 4 
Nebraska otc, cctas site veties 437.80 291.10 4.00 
German Nebraska ....... 176.00 110.00 
New. Jersey’ sos ehicele duce 350.35 280.69 10.85 31.19 
New aViorlet nissan ore 1,442.65 907.85 96.59 36.66 
Noxth® Carolina Grieve. ss. 738.65 428.04 27.26 
Novae orotia Rihantisie toate 38.50 

a CD EDEG aes nie pt ae, sieve svelepoe ne 864.60 804.19 45.76 45.42 
9—Pacific Northwest Rte 40.70 40.70 ; 
Pennsylvania) -.2..0ee+0e 5,280.00 4,210.27 289.08 309.37 
PuertowRicow sacra cis se 30.00 
Rocky, Mountain %......0. 96.25 2.00 
SouthCarolinal s,s crse nee 1,199.55 660.38 73.02 
Pexasib, fol, whetsen Maeve 141.35 113.92 13.48 
Wit ein aes ae 699.60 5.00 16.25 
Niels Waretnia merrier tates 104.50 25.76 
om VV SB CORSING  Veltaecelsiols ace 209.55 201.80 5 
Junior Rally at Reading 2:0 ee 
Convention ease eens 40.50 
Cash Contribution ...... 11.00 : 
ee ES EE RSS RS 
Hoital Be, wrtiectterere eaten $15,301.55 $11,055.64 $674.92 $576.33 
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DUES REPORT 
December 4, 1933 


Senior Dues Inter. Dues 
League Billed Paid Billed Paid 

O-——Alabama a... rinses se = $ 7.50 $7.50 $1.20 $1.30 
6—Northern California.... 37:25 OV .eD 1.30 1,30 
Southern California ...... 102.50 5.00 7.00 
@anadannmeerie rites arevera 150.00 
Columbia Distnictyee seer. Tes) 35.75 3.90 
8—-Connectictlt ....5+..-> 57.00 57.00 6.00 6.00 
S==Eloridiay ve % sissrcs siete ste 31.25 31,25 1.00 1.00 
Georgia ‘5 71620 18.12 7.70 4.00 
Illinois ... 262.50 100.00 40.00 
7—Indiana 125.00 125.00 13250 13.50 
2—Iowa .. 81.25 81.25 15.00 15.00 
Keanisasieret 62.50 8.90 
Maryland ... 431.50 229.50 39.70 20.00 
Michigan ... 165.75 64.38 24.90 
Minnesota 100.00 69.00 10.00 5.00 
Mississippi 30.00 
Montana .... af 5.00 
ING SEO weecododaoaodcdn 177.00 119.50 13.00 2.30 
German Nebraska ........ 80.00 
INGwilersey iccictewaleteseretelas 238.50 128.56 35.00 20.20 
New Yorke conemientawentecics 700.75 533./9 222.20 76.40 
4—North Carolina ....... 657.50 657.50 90.00 90.00 
(a) Mel Rotini ota herOD avec 375.00 187.50 34.20 17.10 
Pacific Northwest .......- 40.00 30.00 1.50 1.50 
Pennsylvania sp sa. cemecne 2,567.50 2,353.45 208.10 190.25 
Rocky Mountain ......... 22.75 
south) Carolinal s.4.0. 0 eee 393.75 301.75 28.70 28.70 
CANES Gagodsoodoacnnce 56.25 56.25 7.90 7.90 
Virginial svete es are ove 8 cleteiate $31.25 150.00 10.00 Bao 
Wrest Virginia) 4). ste a) ce 90.25 1.80 
1—WisconSin ............ 76.75 76.75 14.40 14.40 

Total sive sis sasetesguetore ole $7,612.50 $5,606.01 $847.60 $521.10 


SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
January 1 to December 4, 1933 


Memberships 
League Quota Sustain. Contrib. Alumni 
(Gift) 
WAlabaimal Psutciscmjaretendeas $ 10.00 $5.00 
*Northern California ..... 20.00 20.00 
Southern California ...... 40/00. 5:00 
Gatiadalecti rts. mei iornetelis $1.00 
*Columbia District]. .-.- 25.00 15.00 4.00 $10.00 
Connecticut) rier 30.00 2.00 5.00 
Ploridal es ciast ocsereeierercves 10.00 1.00 
Georgiavsticcn: wee een 25.00 1.00 10.00 
MOIS, silane. casi he erereiae e 225.00 25.00 7.00 10.00 
Asadianlaw merce eatenroeventoaes 60.00 20.00 1.00 
ET OW al Uae oe cacmeas 40.00 70.00 5.00 
Kansas) © (c)sccr sisi weletersce siete 25.00 13.00 1.00 
SS Waryiancdilmecee seed i 250.00 141.75 102.00 10.00 
MUGEN ssa obanenonoe 4 45.00 5.00 
Moris ota roracerererelereisietetsreiars 60.00 30.00 2.00 
IMUSSISSip pil seus cimrenterenererare 10.00 
Germani INebtasicar sar 10.00 
Niebraskal icc nie ccsmnieratteeras 90.00 30.09 22.00 5.00 
BUNK? MOGIAe  obonaens acta 90.00 50.00 21,30 20.00 
SINewseY Or kitchen a 325.00 175.00 87.10 135.00 
INogthe Gatolinawsctiesen. 275.00 55.00 23.00 15.00 
OniogaAde ntemeee ie oases 175.00 50.00 15.00 15.00 
Pacific Northwest ........ 10.00 5.00 
Rennsylvaniay \eeccecn cu aoe 1,200.00 295.00 112.00 175.00 
Rocky Miountarty tr ntncr 10.00 
South Garelina men iee 200.00 60.00 6.00 5.00 
#Texaa ws Stosastecnceceee 40.00 25.00 15.00 5.00 
EVireiniat Mn wcrc cee 140.00 145.00 9.00 10.00 
West Virginia ..... Mieeatarey i 20.00 
Wasconsiqien one ae 40.00 15.00 
$3,500.00 $1,249.84 $442.40 $430.00 
$1,249.84 
442.40 
430.00 
$2,122.44 


57.00 for 1932 


$2,065.44 Received in 1933 
*Met Quota son 


a ES ee eee 
Do not fail to attend the Annual National 
Junior Institute in Philadelphia, Pa., February 
16 and 17, 1934. 


re 


Start your campaign by getting subscriptions to 
the Review now. 
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SUSTAINING MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
FOR SEPTEMBER AND OCTOBER, 1933 


ALABAMA, total 1 


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 1 
North California Luther League 


SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA, total 1 
CANADA, total 1 


COLUMBIA DISTRICT, total 9 
Zion Luther League, The Dalles, in memory 
: Schassen, Columbia District Luther League 
St. Paul’s Luther League, Vancouver, Wash. 
Pun heats yee La Grande, Ore. 
St. Paul’s Luther League by St. Paul’s Congregation 
Miss Helen Stein ae 
Miss Verna Biersdorf 
Marvin Johnson 
Ralph Luedtke 


CONNECTICUT, total 3 
FLORIDA, total 1 


GEORGIA, total 4 

Reve be W. ishiealy, 

_ Springfield 

Miss Mildred Gartelmann 
ILLINOIS, total 6 

The Luther League of Chicago 
INDIANA, total 5 

Miss Marguerite E. German 


IOWA, total 1 
The Luther League of lowa 


KANSAS, total 2 


MARYLAND, total 91 
Sister Catherine Neuhardt, by Trinity 
Hagerstown 
Dr. Ethel Brindle 
Fred L. Schickler 
Miss Marie Trede 
Paul Brindle 
Miss Dorothy Luckett 
Margaret E. Fry 
Martha Ellen Eakle 
Catherine H. Schnebly 
Mrs. A. J. Traver 
Helen Heuer 
Florence Runk 
Hazel Fuhrman 
Margaret Heinzerling 
Kathryn E. Grove 
Elnora Streb 
F. William Schmitt 
Rev. H. L. Gerstmyer 
Mrs. R. C. Sorrick 
Edward Hooper 
St. John’s Junior Luther League, Washington, D. C. 
Miss A. Barbara Weigand 
Christ Church Intermediate Luther League, Baltimore 
Rev. C. M. Huddle 
Dr. A. P. Stauffer 


MICHIGAN, total 1 


MINNESOTA, total 8 
Holy Communion Luther League, Minneapolis 
Holy Trinity Luther League, Minneapolis 
Holy Trinity Luther League, St. Paul 
Faith Luther League, St. Paul 
Faith Luther League, Cannon Falls 
Grace Luther League, Alden 
Miss Evelyn Dahlberg 


MISSISSIPPI 
GERMAN NEBRASKA 


NEBRASKA, total 18 
Miss Margaret E. Fischer 
Miss Anna Marie Rehtus 


NEW JERSEY, total 28 
Miss Eleanor Stemple 
Miss Clara Stromp 
Miss Helen Pivovarnik 
Rev. C. K. Fegley, by Good Shepherd Luther League, 
Weehawken 
Thirty-eighth Convention of the Luther League of New Jersey 
Miss Erna Hardt , 
Miss Irmgard Mehl 
Newark District Luther League 


NEW YORK, total 118 4 
Holy Trinity Luther League, Hollis, L. I. 
Atonement Luther League, Saugerties " 
Rey. W. F. Hersh, by Atonement Luther League, Saugerties 


NORTH CAROLINA, total 26 : 
Holy Trinity Intermediate Luther League, Hickory 
Concordia Intermediate Luther League, Landis 
St. Andrew’s Intermediate Luther League, Hickory 
Concordia Senior Luther League, Mooresville 


OHIO, total 20 
Miss eee ae 
Rev. R. G. Schulz 4 
Meat ricdecicka. Hall, by Wm. Elliott (Memorial) 


Miss Elizabeth C. Smith 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST, total 1 


of Miss Hilda 


D.D., by Holy Trinity Luther League. 


Senior Luther League, 
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PENNSYLVANIA, total 152 
St. Paul’s Luther League, Lititz 
Miss Jeannette Shirey 
Luther C. Schmehl 
Mrs. Luther C. Schmehl 
Salem Lutheran (Kissel Hill) 
J. Harold Mumper 
James Piper 
Rey. E. F. Bergner 
Mrs. Ernest J. Hoh 
Miss Anna FE. Carter 
Glen T. Hafer 
Miss Mary C. Huston 
Miss Alice Motiska 
Miss Hazel Nannah 
Miss Martha Schneider 
Luther Roth Lang 
Luther C. Lang 
Mrs. Luther C. Lang 
Miss Jenny Bonde 
Miss Suzanne J. Spier 
Stanley Gackenbach 
Miss Anna Schlegel 
Kenneth W. Dry 
John George Kurzenknabe 
Miss Emma Gusky 
Miss Mamie Weidner 
Miss Irene M. Lohrman 
Miss Emily Lauer, by St. Paul’s Luther League, Catasauqua 
(Memorial) 
Nancy Kay Mehlhouse, by Miss Brenda L. Mehlhouse 
St. Matthew’s Junior Luther League, Harrisburg 
First Junior Luther League, Miflinburg 
Edwin Maloney 
J. Wilmer Fisher 
Upper Lehigh Valley 


ROCKY MOUNTAIN 
SOUTH CAROLINA, total 18 
TEXAS, total 21 

VIRGINIA, total 32 

WEST VIRGINIA 
WISCONSIN, total 3 


Redeemer Junior Luther League, Milwaukee 


Luther League, Lititz 


District Luther League 


THE AMERICA OF TOMORROW 

Some organization must teach a new spirit of friend- 
ship, tolerance, and good will between the different 
groups now trying to live together and work together 
in the American communities of our time. During the 
war the owner of a Pennsylvania worsted mill decided 
to find out how many different nationalities iad had a 
share in the making of the large American flags he was 
shipping from the mill day by day. Here is the result 
of his investigation. The flags were made of wool from 
American sheep. The wool (or later the flag) was: 


Sorted by an American 
Carded by an Italian 

Spun by a Swede 

Warped by a German 
Dressed by an Englishman 
Drawn by a Scotchman 
Woven by a Belgian 
Inspected by a Frenchman 
Scoured by an Albanian 
Dyed by a Turk 

Pressed by a Polander 
Examined by an Irishman 


There is the American flag of today and there is the 
American community of today. All these races are try- 
ing to live together, and build together the America of 
tomorrow in which their children will inevitably find 
a common destiny.—James G. Gilkey in “A Faith for 
the New Gencration;” The Macmillan Company. 


Do not fail to attend the Annual National Junior 
Institute in Philadelphia, Pa., February 16 and 17, 1934. 
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The Responsibility of Luther Leaguers to the Church 


by GEORGE R. 


Responsibility is the author of character. As one 
recognizes and learns to assume his religious, social 
and moral obligations he moulds his own life. What 
a man becomes is dependent to a large extent upon how 
he has learned to perform his natural duties. As this 
is true of the individual, it is true of any group or or- 
ganization. An organized body grows in usefulness as 
it fills a need or meets its obligations to society or to its 
members. This fact is especially important when the 
relationship of the young people’s society to the Church 
is considered. The character of the Church of the 
future is dependent upon the training and_ spiritual 
growth of the young people of today. 

The responsibilities of Luther Leaguers to the 
Church are varied and differ widely in the opinions of 
pastors and young people alike. To some the League 
is merely a social organization with no other purpose 
than providing a means for bringing the young people of 
the Church and community together for parties and en- 
tertainments. For others the primary function of the 
young people’s society is to lead its members into church 
membership. Then there is the time-honored objective 
of training young people as Christian stewards. But 
none of these face squarely the peculiar responsibility 
of the Luther League today. The greatest responsibility 
to the Church by the Luther League or any similar 
young people’s society is to restore the spiritual fervor 
which has in a general way been lost from the life of 
the Church and replaced by a short-sighted view of the 
duties of church membership. 

A brief survey of conditions in the United Lutheran 
Church in America, as shown by statistical tables cover- 
ing recent years, will reveal the importance of this 
statement. Church membership has increased 82 per 
cent in this country since 1900, while the general popula- 
tion has advanced only 65 per cent. Furthermore, the 
greatest numerical gains in the history of Protestantism 
were recorded in 1932. These facts are set forth by 
Dr. George L. Kieffer in “The Christian Herald,” July, 
1933. Statistical tables incorporated in the minutes of 
the 1932 convention of the United Lutheran Church in 
America reveal that this body has stood among the 
leaders in this steady procession to the pew, gaining 
more than two hundred thousand confirmed members 
from 1921 to 1931. But along with this increase in con- 
firmed membership there has been a much slower gain 
in communing membership—those having enough in- 
terest in their own spiritual welfare to attend the ad- 
ministration of Holy Communion once a year. Begin- 
ning in 1925 and continuing through 1931, the percent- 
age of increase in communing membership has lagged 
behind the percentage of increase in confirmed mem- 
bership, indicating that while the Church has been grow- 
ing in numerical strength it has not matched that growth 
with proportionate gains in active church membership. 

Another fact revealed by statistics is that benevo- 
lent giving has fallen off while church membership has 
been increasing. It is taken for granted that the de- 
cline in giving since 1929 has been due chiefly to the 
Snancial depression, but it should not be over:ooked that 
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during prosperous years immediately preceding the busi- 
ness slump the Church made some of its largest gains 
in membership and at the same time suffered declines 
in the amounts received for benevolence. Furthermore, 
the decline in benevolent giving started, not with the 
stock market crash of late 1929, but with the high times 
of 1928. The missionary, educational and charitable 
program of the Church has been subsequently retarded 
or retrenched. Arthur P. Black, Executive Secretary 
of the Laymen’s Movement for Stewardship, says, writ- 
ing in The Lutheran, September 14, 1933, “It does not 
get us anywhere to blame our troubles onto the finan- 
cial depression. It is a matter of history that our 
economic breakdown followed our morak and spiritual 
breakdown.” Instead of growing in spiritual power to 
the same degree that it has grown in confirmed mem- 
bership, the Church clearly has been turning its eyes 
toward itself more than it has been seeking to help 
others. Emphasis has been placed on size rather than 
spiritual growth, and this tendency has found expres- 
sion in a movement for bigger and better church edi- 
fices. The indebtedness on property of the United Lu- 
theran Church in America, as revealed by statistical re- 
ports in the 1932 Minutes of that body, increased more 
than 434 per cent from 1919 to 1931. The great magni- 
tude of this wave of American church building during 
the post-war period is graphically set forth by Charles 
L. Dutton in Current History, October, 1933. And 
along with this movement for larger buildings has de- 
veloped a tendency toward more and more organization, 
which has often been seen to make the society, rather 
than the purpose for which the group is working, ‘hold 
the members’ chief interest. A Middle Western pastor 
recently started an argument at a ministerial conference 
when he said, in regard to missionary work, ‘Men 
donate only to please the pastor, and women give not 
to foreign missions but to the quota, which has long 
since degenerated into a shabby fetish.” This is a dif- 
ficult statement to refute. 

The situation is serious as far as prospects for the 
spiritual growth of the Church is concerned. The Church 
of today has made serious errors, falling into bad habits 
from which it cannot free itself overnight. If the 
Church of tomorrow is not to be fettered by these con- 
ditions, placing undue emphasis upon membership, build- 
ings, and organization at the expense of the spiritual 
vitality of the Church, the young people of today must 
guard themselves against acquiring the same habits. 

The question at hand, therefore, is how Luther 
Leaguers, as potential leaders of the Church, can suc- 
cessfully carry the responsibility that is theirs and re- 
store to the Church the spiritual vitality that has been 
lost. The answer cannot be given in a formula which 
outlines a highly organized program for introduction to 
the young people. The transformation must take the 
form, not of a program, but of a movement; not in 
Leaguers doing certain things, but in their developing 
proper attitudes toward their duties to God, to the 
Church, and to themselves. They must get a realization 
of the task before them, take on new courage, and 
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strengthen their own spiritual lives from day to day. 
The result will be the start of a spiritual revival within 
the Church. 

‘Dhre requirement of such a development is 
vision, which will enable each individual both to com- 
prehend the significance of the task before him and the 
League in general and to see the possibilities of what 
might be done by the young people. Vision is neces- 
sary to progress in any field of activity; lack of fore- 
sight leads to stagnation. Luther Leaguers must get a 
vision of what the Church would be if the spirit and 
program which the League seeks to extend were firmly 
established in every congregation. 
see every member well educated in the doctrines, his- 
tory, work, literature, and customs of the Church, a 
ready and willing contributor of his talents and means 
to all phases of the Church’s program, a co-operative 
worker, and a ready leader. They would know every 
member, both by his declaration and his living, to have 
consecrated his life to the complete guidance of the 
Holy Spirit at all times. They would see all members 
studying the Bible daily and seeking by conscious effort 
to lead non-Christians to a saving faith in Jesus Christ, 
the League growing in spiritual power and numbers, 
and each congregation reflecting the influence of its 
young people in all departments. Spirituality would be 
seen increasing throughout the Church, and the Word 
of God would dwell in the hearts of men as it had not 
done before. Contrast such a vision with a view of the 
probable results if the Church continues to gain con- 
firmed members on a greater ratio than communing 
members, to stress size and organization more than the 
spiritual growth of its members, and often to give to 
quotas instead of giving out of love for Christ, while 
the young people neglect their responsibility to the 
Church by failing to correct these bad habits before 
they become too strong to be broken. 

But if the vision is to be realized, enthusiasm will 
be necessary. Columbus had a vision of a new trade 
route to India, but he needed a courageous type of en- 
thusiasm to set out in search of a western passage. 
Those who pioneered in the settlement of this country 
had visions of new homes, freedom, or wealth, but they 
needed to be enthusiastic for their hopes in order to 
conquer the wilderness. It is this pioneering type of 
enthusiasm that the Church needs today. Institutions 
of the Church are suffering from lack of the same 
courageous, sacrificial spirit in the work of the Lord 
that the early pioneers had in building a new nation in 
spite of the odds against them. When the young people 
become so interested in the Church’s program that they 
acquire the pioneering courage necessary to extend the 
influence of the League movement into congregations 
and the lives of individuals not yet reached, their spirit 
will soon permeate the life of the whole Church. En- 
thusiasm will bring about the fulfillment of vision. 

One thing more is necessary, however. It is faith 
—faith in Jesus Christ, faith in others, faith in oneself. 
A reconsecration of the Leaguer’s religious life must 
accompany his enthusiasm. The place to begin storing 
lost spirituality to the Church is in the heart of the 
individual member. A dynamic faith in Jesus Christ 
as his personal Saviour is essential for each Leaguer. 
The Luther League movement can have no more spirit- 
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ual power than its members possess. 
it must be remembered that in any 
person must have faith in the other. 
essential to 
individual 
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organization each 

Group effort is 
out when 
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effort will fail. The Luther League move- 
ment, if it is to meet the responsibility that faces the 
young people of the Church today, must be endowed 
with the motive power that will come from the en- 
thusiastic support of all the youth of the Church. Fur- 
thermore, each member must believe in himself. The 
Luther League ideal will vitalize a person’s life only as 
he gives it a chance. Leaguers must believe that they 
themselves can help in the extension of the movement, 
or they will fall short of their responsibility. 

Youth of the Church, we are facing a peculiar situa- 
tion, which requires that we develop different habits and 
attitudes than the present generation of church mem- 
bers has acquired, so as to save the Church from magni- 
fying the mistakes or shortcomings it has made. The 
Luther League has the machinery and organization to 
stimulate a movement that will meet that responsibility, 
needing only the motive power, which must come from 
its members. When we Luther Leaguers get a vision 
of what we might do through our organization, acquire 
the courageous enthusiasm of the pioneers and apply it 
to our program, and at the same time renew our trust 
in God, our confidence in our fellow members, and our 
faith in our own powers, we will set in motion a move- 
ment which will go far toward restoring lost spirituality 
tow the Chiureh. A 


READ THIS! 

Mrs. M. M. Barry, superintendent of the Little 
Leaguers group in Trinity, Victoria, Texas, sends us 
this fine report: 

The month of June brought to our Little Leaguers lessons of 
Jesus’ love, and missionary lessons with story and memory work. 
For expression, we carried flowers to the sick. 

In July we had nature study, “God’s Out of Doors,’ and we 
made lids tor water glasses which were sent to the Cuero Hospital, 
and we carried jars of jelly to the sick. 

In August we learned more of God’s beautiful world, illustrated 
the hymn, “All Things Bright and Beautiful’ in scrapbook and 
poster, and again sent flowers to the sick. 

In September we studied the book, “Babo, A South Sea Boy,” 
and for handwork colored pictures illustrating the same. 

In October we had Bible stories and learned a Bible verse for 
each one. Small booklets in leaf design were given out and a pic- 
ture and star added as each verse was learned. 

In November we had Thanksgiving lessons, and made “Thank 
You” books. 

December brought us to the story of Christmas. We had the 
Christmas story, made calendars and Christmas booklets, and a 
“Peep Box’ of the first Christmas story. 

January was spent in study about Ah Fu,” 
boy and a Chinese house was made. 

We continued with this study in February, taking the other 
Chinese book, ‘‘Ah Fu, A Chinese River Boy.” This month the 
girls sewed and the boys made a George Washington poster. 

During March we took as our lessons, “Learning to Share,” 
and we made a poster of Little Samuel. 

During April we studied about Happy Springtime, made palm 
leaves with ‘Hosanna’ written on them and crosses which were 
given out at the service on Easter Sunday night, 
“Peep Box” of the first Easter. 

May tauvht us about “Sharing With Mother,’ 
carnations which we took home for mother. 

This closes our year’s work. Our offerings have been good 
and we were able to purchase our Reading Course, .and_ all our 
material, without asking the aid of our Junior brothers and sisters. 

On May 28 we had a Rally and the Little Leaguers participated. 
They have taken part in every program put on by the Juniors and 
aided in a Mother’s Day prozram given by the Ladies’ Aid. Our 
little ones are always ready and willing. We are sending samples 
of our handwork. 


We were very happy to announce this as one of 
our Gold Star Little Leaguers groups. 
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INTERMEDIATE SECRETARY’S LETTER 
Dear Leaders and Leaguers: 

Each time we pen a letter to you or meet you along 
the way we greet you, but there is one time in all the 
year when our greetings assume a more significant 
meaning—that time is Christmas. In a few more weeks 
the birthday of our Saviour King will be here. We are 
glad, and will rejoice with all who bear His name, in 
claiming and proclaiming Him for the inestimable gift 
God gave the world on His Son’s birthday. In His name 
and because of Him, we felicitate you with a Chris- 
tian’s Blessed and Merry Christmas Greeting. 


Smilingly, 


INTERMEDIATE ARTICLES 
TWO MONTHS WORK CALENDAR 
February—March 


For February 

1. “400 Years of the Bible for the People” is the 
theme for this month’s topics. Use them diligently to 
appropriately celebrate this great event. 

2. Birthdays of two great Americans—Lincoln and 
Washington—will be observed in February. Arrange 
to hold a Lincoln-Washington Party on February 12th. 
Washington’s birthday is the 22nd. Lent begins the 
14th. We encourage all Leagues to observe the Lenten 
season and not hold parties of any kind. 

3. Daily Bible reading by all members of the 
League (point 10 of the Sixteen Point Program) is the 
hardest point to attain, according to many superintend- 
ents. With your Secretary shaving each day is his 
hardest chore, but it must be done. The use of Barbasol 
(a million men use Burma Shave) softens his stubby 
beard and makes shaving not too unpleasant. Can’t we 
soften daily Bible reading for our teen-agers? Here’s 
one way it can be done. Provide a systematic method. 
Secure a copy of the Quarterly Helps for each mem- 
ber. Therein will be found daily Bible references based 
on the weekly topics. Following each Bible reference 
is a brief explanation (or clipping), which has to do 
with both Bible reference and topic. Explain this ar- 
rangement and point out how that in using the Bible 
references and explanations the members meet point 
10, and at the same time prepare themselves for the de- 
votional meetings. 

For March 

1. The entire month of March is in the Lenten 
season. May we rightly observe this sacred period of 
the church year by giving thought to only those things 
that will crucify the flesh, that we might the better enter 
into the “sufferings and death” of our crucified Lord. 

2. The topics theme for March is appropriate— 
“Fellowship With God In Worship.” For the first three 
Sundays we study “Luther and His Times,” “Luther 
and the People” and “Luther and the Bible” and for the 
fourth Sunday, “Missionary Message of the New Testa- 
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Greater Loyalty 


ment.’ Ask your pastor for a book on the life of 
Luther for additional matter on the above topics. He 
will be glad to give a brief talk at each of the meetings, 
if you ask him. 

3. Make each of the meetings in this month sort 
of Lenten retreats. May they be instructive, inspiring, 
and devotional. 


FROM YOUR SECRETARY’S 
CORRESPONDENCE 

“Promotion of the Intermediate Luther League of 
Muhlenberg Lutheran Church took place October 15th 
at the evening service. Twenty-five were promoted. 
Used the graduation service and awarded certificates of 
promotion. This was the first promotion exercise ever 
held by our League in Muhlenberg. 

“A very interesting and inspiring program was Car- 
ried out. A retired Methodist minister was in the con- 
gregation and he made the statement afterwards that it 
was the most impressive service he ever witnessed at a 
young people’s gathering. We held Sunday evening 
services throughout the entire summer.” 

Signed: MRS. WM. M. CALVERT, Supt. 
From Georgia 

“Notice in the November Review that you have 
before the project: the placing of an electric-lighted 
Christmas tree on the church lawn. Now what would 
you suggest? Shall I petition the church fathers and 
the City of Savannah to permit us to dig up some of 
the sidewalk in front of the church and plant a lawn, for 


we must have a Christmas tree?” 
Signed: MILDRED GARTELMANN 


(Editor: The * denoted the Secretary’s opinion that this should 
be a 100% project. Miss Gartelmann refers to the Church of the 
Ascension, the lawn around which is all concrete. My suggestion 
is that the church fathers borrow a strip of artificial lawn from an 
undertaker and spread it in front of the church, inviting the Inter- 
mediate Luther League to go ahead with their project.) 


Reading Course for 1934 
It is ready and on sale at the United Lutheran Pub- 
lication House, Thirteenth and Spruce Streets, Philadel- 
phia, Pa. Purchase the set of four books early and start 
them on their way among the members of your League. 
Secure a mimeographed copy of essay contest rules from 
the Luther League of America and interest the members 
in writing essays to compete for the twelve substantial 
prizes to be awarded February 15, 1935. Remember, too, 
that each member reading the four books is in line to 
receive a Reading Course Certificate if and when you 
report names to us. : 
Ten sets of the course were sold as of October 30, 
1933, with ten more sets in the book rooms ready to be 
sent out on order. It has been told us by a superintend- 
ent that one of the books, “Youth and Creative Living,” 
is a bit stiff for the younger teen-agers. We agree with 
said criticism, nevertheless urge upon you to encourage 
its reading. It will be good mental exercise for these 
younger members. Some school books used in junior 
high school by twelve year old students are as hard, 
yet used. 
List of Books 
“Youth and Creative Living,” 
Maus. It iSeethes ey Obmmor 


by Cynthia Pearl 
every boy and. girl 
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to discover and develop the man or woman they ought 
to be; and can be; if they desire to be. This book is 
meant to help such ambitious youth—‘‘to guide you in 
the discovery and attainment of those qualities of char- 
acter that make for creative living.” Cloth, $1.25. 


“Adventures In the Air,” by Archer Wallace. If 
you want to take a ride in a big “fire-bag” (over 150 
years old), or in a late model of airship and if you 
want to enjoy the thrill of a lifetime, a good way would 
be to take inexpensive trips via this book with the dar- 
ing aviators whose thrilling accounts are graphically 
related. Cloth, $1.00. 

“Legends of Vancouver,’ by E. 
Fifteen fascinating legends told the author by an 
Indian chief, “just as the mood possessed him.” 
Miss Johnson was assured that they had never been told 


to any other English-speaking herself. 
Cloth, $2.00. 


“How Far to the Nearest Doctor?’, by Edward M. 
Dodd, M.D. A reading book of stories from the work 
of medical missions telling of the service of Christian 
doctors, the training of national physicans and nurses, 
and the work of preventive medicine and research. Full 
of interest and inspiration. Cloth, $1.00. 


Pauline Johnson, 


person save 


Up the Hudson 


I had to take to the airways, the railways, the water- 
ways, the roadways, the tunnelways and the footways, 
on a three days’ trip into New York State on October 
20-22nd. The Rhinebeck District, which borders and is 
cut in twain, not by the Rhine River, but by the Hudson, 
and which extends from somewhere outside the ‘“out- 
side” of New York City to somewhere inside the “in- 
side” of New York State, was the sphere of my secre- 
tarial activity. 

Beginning Friday evening, October 20th, at Pough- 
keepsie, whither I went by airways and railways, a 
Senior rally was the occasion of my stopping long 
enough to be served a banquet feast and to serve an 
oratorical feast. 


Forty-five miles north of Poughkeepsie lays the 
little town of Athens. Thither we went by roadways 
and waterway (ferry) in the company of one Rev. Luther 
Samuel Straley, President of the Rhinebeck District 
Luther League and pastor of the Athens Lutheran 
Church; his wife and two other Leaguers; neither of 
whom were Rev. Straley’s wife nor my wife (guess their 
sex); and two carloads of ‘singing Leaguers” from the 
Kingston League, who were taught to sing John George 
Kurzenknabe’s “Chew Gum” song by the writer as we 
lazily ferried from shore to shore across the Hudson, 
arriving at 1:30 N. D. (ext day). 

Saturday was cold and bleak, but the activities of 
the day kept us warm and unmindful of the weather. 
That afternoon an Intermediate rally was held at Sau- 
gerties, midway between Athens and Poughkeepsie, so 
we took to the roadways again and back-tracked there. 
An address and a conference were all time permitted for, 
as far as my contribution to the rally was concerned, so 
while the teen-agers were at play I proceeded on my 
way (footway) to the bus terminal to leave for Albany 
at 4:30 P. M. Now Albany lies 60 odd miles from 
Saugerties, with Athens along the route. I was met at 
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Albany by Rev. George C. Ackerly and driven wildly 
over the river to his church in Rensselaer, where an- 
other Intermediate rally was coming to a close around 
the banquet table. Good eats, a good program, plenty 
of fun—another speech—and at 9 o'clock on the bus 
again, back-tracking to Saugerties. At 10:30 I was met 
in Catskill by Rev. W. Frank Hersh, who had come 
from Saugerties in his car to pick me up where the bus 
left me off—a fifteen mile ride back to Saugerties fol- 
lowed by a kitchen munching of apples and a recital of 
stories of deer hunting in Pennsylvania and “what it 
feels like to be overcome with ‘buck fever’ in the pres- 
ence of an antlered deer;’ and again the bed wasn't 
reached until early next day. 


Sunday wasn’t any different from its two preced- 
ing days. A talk to the Sunday School, a sermon to 
the congregation, dinner, a ride into the autumn-leafed 
Catskills, a view of the far-flung stretches of the Hud- 
son Valley, a descent into the valley and again back in 
Athens to await the ferry to take me to Hudson to my 
next and final stop. On the Hudson City side of the 
Hudson River, I was met by Rev. Henry H. Wahl. An- 
other auto ride brought us to the parsonage. Another 
meal was eaten. Another sermon was preached. An- 
other bed was slipped into—this time before early morn- 
ing of the next day. 


Part of Monday was spent in returning to the 
office, where at 2 P. M. the writer joined his two asso- 
ciate Secretaries and Rev. C. P. Harry in the discussion 
of the 1935 Luther League topics. And thus another 
trip came to a close. 


P. S.—By airways is meant the elevated railways 
of Philadelphia. Get me? 


A SYMBOL 


The crimson stripes of freedom’s flag, 
The white from stain so free, 

The royal blue so rich and deep, 
What do they mean to you and me? 


The glorious banner of the free, 
The emblem of our nation; 

A symbol also of the Christ, 
Who purchased our salvation. 


The crimson, emblem of the blood, 
Once shed on Calvary; 

Where Jesus bore the shameful cross. 
To set all mankind free. 


The white, an emblem of His life, 
Its spotless stripes unfurled, 

A perfect faultless pattern, 

True standard for the world. 


The blue, rich type of Jesus’ love, 
Who holds within His hand 

The destiny of nations, 

His creatures, and His lands. 


O flag of royal colors, 

Symbol of Christ, and right, 

May thy purity be kept intact 

Till heav’n and earth unite, 

In one grand glorious song of peace, 
To Him whose reign shall never cease. 


—LIDA SHIVERS LEECH 


Stories ‘cluster about this day of worship and good 
cheer. May we pass on the great institution unimpaired. 
—William M. Curry in “The Pastor’s Corner”; Fleming 
H. Revell Company. 


Do not fail to attend the Annual National Junior 
Institute in Philadelphia, Pa., February 16 and 17, 1934. 
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The Junior Department—A Happy New Year 


Dear Leaguers: 

A New Year is at hand, with new opportunities, 
new topics, a new Reading Course, and new plans. Will 
you make the most of them? 

The Juniors early part of 1934 will 
study Africa and America, take a trip to the Holy 
Land, learn the Lenten and Easter story, study about 
Worship, Life Service and the Church, help the Sus- 
taining Membership, hold a Mothers’ Day program, and 
write Reading Course essays. 

Help along this worth while program. 

Your Junior Secretary, 


THE TWELVE POINT JUNIOR PROGRAM 

This is our working plan for the year—our Twelve 
Point Program, a goal toward which all Junior Leagues 
are striving: 


during the 


1 Use of the Junior Topics 

2 Use of the Junior Program Packet 

3. Officers and committees appointed from the Juniors 

4 Juniors themselves taking part in the meetings 

5 One public meeting a year 

6 Something for others—inner, home or foreign missions 
7 Joint meeting with the Intermediate or Senior League 
8 Fifty per cent of the Juniors daily Bible readers 

9 Juniors at rallies and conventions 


10 Contribution to Luther League Objective 
11 Junior Reading Course circulated 

12 A Sustaining Membership taken out 
t 


Start now and see how many of these points you 
can secure by the first of June. Become a Gold Star 
League! 


Wall Chart 

From Headquarters you can secure a large Wall 
Chart for 50 cents with the twelve points listed. 

Get one of these and display at some prominent 
place in your room. As you accomplish each point add 
a small gold star after that point on the chart. 

At the close of the year all those who have pur- 
chased these charts and mail their report will be sent 
a large colored star of the color earned: Black for 8 
points, red for 9 points, white for 10, blue for 11, and 
gold for 12. The Juniors like recognition and to watch 
the chart grow in number of stars. Get a chart now! 


SOME INTERESTING ITEMS 


Here are some more doings of the little folks: 


Maryland—St. Mark’s Rohrersville, helped in Mother’s 
program and made a Health Scrap Book for Chinese Children. St. 
John’s, Washington, D. C., helped with Easter and Mothers’ Day 
programs, used the Resurrection Story Hand Work color cards and 
Easter Story sand table cut outs, are making prayer books, with 
morning and evening, offering prayers, grace, and Lord’s Prayer, 
made Bible A B C blocks for convention exhibit. Grace, Baltimore, 
gave a Motheres’ Day program, made Shepherd Psalm color cards, 
booklets to illustrate “Ah Fu,’’ made a large scrap book, “My 
Pets” for the Day Nursery of the Salvation Army, and made clay 
models to illustrate stories learned. St. John’s, East Riverdale, 
hefped in the Mothers’ Day program. ‘ 

Michigan—Reformation, Detroit, has 57 “Little, Leaguers” 
roll, helped in Luther League Day and Mothers’ Day pease ot 
Thanksgiving sent canned goods and potatoes to a needy family 
and sent some fine handwork. 3 

New jJersey—Trinity, Runnemede, made crosses and a scrap 
book for the hospital at Easter time and calendars for the mothers 
and shut-ins. 


New York-—-Redeemer, Utica, made posters, helped with the 
Christmas program, gave program and sent baskets to Old Folks’ 
Home, held a Parents’ Meeting with over a hundred present, had 
ten completing the Little Leaguers reading course, made “Peep 
Houses” which were sent to Crippled Children’s Home. St. An- 


drew’s, Brooklyn, learned Bible verses, made the Christmas Story 
hand work cards. and helped the Juniors in all their special pro- 
grams. St. Luke’s, Farmingdale, did some fine handwork and used 
the Reading Course. Trinity, Rochester, helped at Palm Sunday 
and Mothers‘ Day services, made Chinese and Easter panel posters, 
and learned a Bible Alphabet. 

Pennsylvania—Christ, Stone Church, sent flowers to sick, used 
the Little Leaguers’ Reading Course, afterward giving the books 
to sick children, exchanged valentines, and memorized hymns. 5t. 
Peter’s, Easton, made Noah’s Ark hand work cards and are learn- 
ing Bible verses. Fourth, Altoona, made an Eskimo Village, helped 
with the Christmas and Easter programs and are making a large 
scrapbook. St. Luke’s, Reading, made scrapbooks for children in 
hospitals, have stories, Bible verses and prayers at each meeting. 
Calvary, Laureldale, made scrap books and devotional folders for 
the Inner Mission Society, and Japanese shoes as invitations for 
the Japan meetings. 

St. Stephen’s, Lancaster, helped in the Easter program and 
the Japan Rally given by the Juniors. Trinity, Ephrata, have twenty 
regularly in attendance, helped in the Children’s Day program, are 
memorizing prayers. St. Peter’s, Pittston, memorize Bible verses, 
make booklets in which same are written and help the Juniors with 
all their programs. Zion, Olney, gave two dollars as their share 
for the Japan Objective. 

Memorial, Pittsburgh, studied China, made Chinese shoes, posters 
for each month, have contests and held a public meeting for the 
parents. They often conduct the opening worship for the Juniors. 
Zelienople Home Juniors have fourteen enrolled, have prayers, 
hymns, Bible verses and stories regularly. First, Vandergrift, used 
the Reading Course, drew pictures to illustrate each story, learned 
Bible verses, and helped in the Juniors’ Thanksgiving program. 

St. John’s, Johnsonburg, had special programs on Christmas, 
Easter and Mothers’ Day, learned prayers-and Bible verses, made 
posters, baskets for mother on Mothers’ Day and Christmas gifts. 
St. John’s, Northumberland, held a public Chinese meeting, made a 
Chinese Picture Map and» Village, and had stories from ‘Ah Fu.” 
Had a Mothers’ meeting with 116 in attendance. St. Paul’s, White 
Haven, had an Easter program. 


Wisconsin—Redeemer, South Side, made bandages for the 
hospital, and sent scrap books and clothing to Puerto Rico. 


Puerto Rico—We have a number of “Little Leaguers’’ groups 
in Puerto Rico and they have been busy. Divino Salvador had 
special programs and their study was centered about ‘“‘Helpers In 
God’s World.”’ Santisima Trinidad, Bayamon, learned hymns, 
prayers, stories and did much handwork. Sion, Bayamon, made 
Thanskgiving posters, book marks, baskets and other handwork. 
San Pablos Little Leaguers use the “Little Leaguers’” programs. 


So these little folks are getting their first lessons 
in unselfish sharing and helpfulness and taking their 
first steps in League work. 

If you do not have such a group and have a num- 
ber of little ones in your congregation organize a 
Little Leaguers group. 


OUR GOLD STAR LEAGUES 
These Leagues have made every point on 


Twelve Point Program this past year: 


Christ, Birmingham, Alabama 
St. Peter’s, Creston, Nebraska 
Our Saviour, Jersey City, N. J. 
Trinity, Rochester, N. Y. 
Redeemer, Utica, N. Y. 

Christ, New York City, N. Y. 
Holy Trinity, Hollis, L. I., N. Y. 
St. Luke’s, Springfield, Ohio 
Glenwood, Toledo, Ohio 

Trinity, Akron, Ohio 

St. James, Cleveland, Ohio 
Fourth, Altoona, Pa. 

Temple. Altoona, Pa. 

Christ, Altoona, Pa. 

Hope, Reading, Pa. 

Alsace, Reading, Pa. 

Grace,’ Reading, Pa. 

St. Mark’s, Conshohocken, Pa. 
Grace, Royersford, Pa. 

Christ, Lawrence Park, Erie, Pa. 
Bethlehem, Harrisburg, Pa. 

St. Matthew’s. Harrisburg, Pa. 
St. Stephen’s, Lancaster, Pa. 
Trinity, Ephrata, Pa. 

St. Peter’s, Pittston, Pa. 

St. John’s, Swissvale, Pa. 
Memorial, N. S., Pittsburgh, Pa. 
St. Luke’s, N. S., Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Orphan Home, Zelienople, Pa. 
Trinity, Donora, Pa. 

Grace, Rochester, Pa. 

First, Warren, Pa. 

St. John’s, Johnsonburg, Pa. 

St. Paul’s, DuBois, Pa. 

St. John’s, St. Johns, Pa. 


the 
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Grace, Red Lion, Pa. 
Trinity, York, Pa. 
Christ, Dallastown, Pa. 
First, Galveston, Texas 
Trinity, Victoria. Texas 


Our heartiest congratulations to these Juniors! May 
they keep up their record, 


And Our Honor Leagues 
These Leagues made eight points and are: 


BLACK STAR LEAGUES 
St. Luke’s, Thunderbolt, Georgia 
St. Paul’s, Dixon, Ill. 
St. Mark’s, Monroeville, Ind. 
St. Mark’s, Uniondale, Ind. 
Augsburg, Baltimore, Md. 
Emmanuel, Baltimore, Md. 
St. John’s, East Riverdale, Md. 
Trinity, Taneytown, Md. 
Nt.) Johns, Thurmont, Hd. 
Holy Communion, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Ascension, St. Paul, Minn. : 
Epiphany, Camden, N. J. 
Redeemer, Buffalo, ING NZ, 
Emmanuel, North Georgetown, Ohio 
Olivet, Toledo, Ohio 
St. John’s, Clearfield, Pa. 
St. John’s, Northumberland, Pa. 
Redeemer, Oakbrook, Reading, Pa. 
Calvary. Laureldale, Reading, Pa. 
St. John’s, Kutztown, Pa. 
Peace, Riverside, Reading, Pas 
First, Greensburg, Pas 
St. John’s, Steelton, Pa. 
Trinity, Mechanicsburg, JE 
St.) Paul's) Wititz, Par 
Evangeli cal Zion, Waynesboro, Pa. 
Martin Luther Neighborhood House, Philadelphia, Pa. 
St. James, Jewett, Ohio 
St. Paul’s, Vandergrift, Pa. 
First, Beaver Falls, Pa. 
Trinity, Butler, Pa. 
Mt. Zion, N. S., Pittsburgh, Pa. 
St. John’s, Lewistown, Pa. 
St. Paul’s, White Haven, Pa. 
St. Peter's, York, Pa- 
Emmanuel, Inez, Texas 
Ascension, Danville, Virginia 
Christ, Radford, Virginia 
St. Paul’s, Morgantown, W. Va. 


These secured nine points and are: 


RED STAR LEAGUES 


Gethsemane. Indianapolis, Ind. 
Zion, Waynesboro, Pa. 
Trinity, Runnemede, N. J. 
Bethel, Detroit, Michigan 

St. Luke’s, Goodhue, Minn. 
Redeemer, Zumbrota, Minn. 
Faith, St. Paul, Minn. 
Salem, Fremont, Nebraska 
St, John's, Passaic, IN. J. 

St. Paul’s. Johnstown, N. Y. 
Bethany, New York City, N. Y. 

First, Springfield, Ohio 

Bethany, Cleveland, Ohio 

St. John’s, Uniontown, Ohio 

St. Stephen’s, Allentown, Pa. 

Bethany, Altoona, Pa. 

Grace, Shillington, Pa. 

Trinity, Norristown, Pa. 

Grace, Allentown, Pa. 

St. John’s, Centre Square, Pa. 

Salem, Oberlin, Pa. 

Zion, Harrisburg, Pa. 

Augsburg, Harrisburg, Pa. 

St. Paul’s, New Cumberland, Pa. 

Sie Mark’s, Mechanicsburg, Pa. 

Salem, Reamstown, Pa. 

Bethlehem, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Apostles, Philadelphia, Pa. 

Peace, Greenock, Pa. 

Emmanuel, Bellevue, Pa. 

Trinity, German, N. S., Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Trinity, West Hazleton. Pa. F 

St. Matthew’s, York, Pa. 

Grace, Houston, Texas ghde 
Rosenbaum Chapel. Crocketts, Virginia 
Redeemer, South Side, Milwaukee, Wis. 
Divino Salvador, Catano, Puerto Rico 
Gethsemani, Dorado, Puerto Rico 

San Pedro, Toa Baja, Puerto Rico 
Sion, Bayamon, Puerto Rico 


These made ten points and are: 


WHITE STAR LEAGUES 


Holy Trinity, Muncie, Ind. 
Holy Trinity, South Bend, Ind. 
St. Mark’s, Rohrersville, Md. 
Zion, Washington, D. 
Evangelical, Frederick, Md. 
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St. Paul's, Middlebury, Ind. 

Holy Trinity, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Betheden, Louisville, Miss. 

St. Andrew’s, Brooklyn, N. Y. 

St. John’s, Syracuse, N. Y. 

Holy Trinity, Newark, Ohio 

St. Paul’s, Akron, Ohio 

St. Joseph’s, Allentown, Pa. 

First, Philipsburg, Pa. 

St. John’s, Juniata, Pa. 

St. Luke’s, Reading, Pa. 

Messiah, Wesleyville, Pa. 

St. John’s, Wilkes-Barre, Pa. 

Zion, Olney, Philadelphia, Pa. 
Lutheran Settlement, Philadelphia, Pa. 
St. John’s, Freedom, Pa. 

Grace, N. S., Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Christ, York, Pa. 

Christ, Shrewsbury, Pa. 

Philadelphia, Swiss Alps, Texas 
Bethel, Maracayo, Dorado, Puerto Rico 
San Juan, Higuillar, Dorado, Puerto Rico 


And these attained eleven points: 


BLUE STAR LEAGUES 


Redeemer, Macon, Georgia 
Ascension, Savannah, Georgia 

St. Mark’s Indianapolis, Ind. 
Reformation, Detroit, Mich. 
Temple, North Merchantville, NS 2 
Advent, New York City, N. Y. 
Holy Trinity, New York City, N. Y. 
Memorial, Harrisburg, Pa. 

St. John’s, Nanticoke, Pa. 

First, English, Butler, Pa. 

First, Vandergrift, Pa. 

First, Leechburg, Pa. 

Grace, Butler, Pa. 

Lutheran, Mifflinburg, Pa. 

St. John’s. East Mauch Chunk, Pa. 
Christ, Stone Church, Pa. 

Trinity, Keyser, W. Va. 


These Leagues have all worked hard and well de- 
serve a place on the Honor Roll. 

In these days, the financial points were not easy 
for the children to reach, and all deserve much com- 
mendation, 


Last year we had 136 Leagues on the Honor Roll. 
This year there are 159. May the number keep growing. 


RALLIES 
The Juniors have been holding some most inter- 
esting rallies where they learn more about conducting 
their work, and where real Luther League spirit and 


enthusiasm is cultivated. Here are some samples: 


The B-M-C (Pa.) District Juniors on May 20 were privileged 
to meet in historic Old Trappe Church, where, in program and talks, 
they paid reverence to 
the pioneer missionary, 
Henry Melchoir Muh- 
lenberg. 

Meeting in Augustus 
Church the Juniors 
conducted their own 
meeting. Worship, 
music, an essay on 
“Muhlenberg,’’ written 
and read by a Junior 
from St. John’s, Cen- 
tre Square; an exercise 
“The Church Must Be 
Planted,” telling how 
the Lutheran Church 
came to America, by 
St. John’s, Phoenix- 
ville, Juniors; and a 
pageant, “If All the 
World Were Christian” 
by Augustus, Trappe, 
were features of the 
program. 

Repairing then to the 
historic old church the 
Juniors listened to a 
talk by Dr. Fagely, 
pastor of the church, 

Placing a Wreath on Muhlenberg’s Grave. who explained all the 
The Junior Secretary, President of B-M-C points of interest about 
Junior District and Dr. Fagely the church, told a. little 

of the history of its 
build'ng, and related stories in the life of the great missionary hero. 

Gathering then in the churchyard, the Juniors paid tribute to 
Muhlenberg by placing, with a few appropriate remarks, a wreath 
in his memory upon his grave. The Juniors went away with 
“‘missions’’ a real and live term in their minds. 
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WHAT THEY SAY ABOUT THE REVIEW 
—We use the Review to a great advantage in our 
Luther League Programs.—R. W. M., Virginia. 


—The Review has helped our young people to get 
a larger conception of our great Church. The youth 
find the Review most helpful. I also find the Review 


a fine source of supply for sermon material. 
—L. M. S., Philadelphia, Pa. 


—I think the Luther League Review just about the 
best and all who have helped to make it so certainly de- 
serve much credit for the fine material and information 
contained in it-—J. C. L. H., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


—The Leaguer who does not get the Review is 
jmissing a real treat in spiritual helpfulness. 
ia WG Ty, (Clavicayexo, INN. 


BY THE WAY! 

During 1933, approximately 3,048 Luther Leaguers 
failed to renew their Luther League Review subscrip- 
tions. Of course, some of these were balanced by the 
new subscriptions that came into Headquarters. But 
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what of those friends of yours? And can’t your League 
use several more copies for the devotional services? 
If the Luther League Review is to maintain a 32- 
page issue each month, there must be some more new 
subscriptions and more renewals of old subscriptions. 
We can’t imagine a good T.uther League without the 


Luther League Review ‘se the handy subscription 
blank below. 
Enclosed find $........--.... -. for which please enter a 


year's subscription to The lather League Review to be 
mailed to the following addresses: 


INES tate ese oo ae en oY eee a 


Streetrom: Rome lie ID eae eet eee eee afte en be ee ae cee 


iNvairie. 2h Soe ae ee 2 ps aa So ce eC 


SAE OT: Ree hee Dee eer eae ae ae eee ac ec ea 


Single subscriptions, $1.25 per year. Clubs of ten 
or more subscriptions, 90 cents per year. 
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League News From Over The Field 


CANADA 


The Luther League of Canada conducted a Workers’ Conference 
on September 4th in St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church, Kitchener. 
Two of the best workers from each Luther League in Canada were 
inivted to attend. The travelling expenses were pooled so 
that representatives from a distance would have an equal oppor- 
tunity to come. The purpose of the conference was to outline 
Luther League work in each of its departments. Miss Mehlhouse 
and Rev. Kinports ably presented that which was desired. All who 
attended received ideas how to do better Luther League work. 


Rev. Kinports, the Executive Secretary of the Luther League 
of America, said that the society was organized on October 31st, 
1895, and_ will celebrate its fortieth anniversary in_1935. The 
three salaried officers are Executive, Intermediate and Junior Secre- 
taries. The Luther League of America has elected Rev. W. A. 
Mehlenbacher to the Executive Committee representing the Luther 
League of America in Canada. The Executive Committee consists 
of 22 members. The budget to promote the three departments of 
Life Service, Missions and Education is made up by dues of 25 
cents per member; $6000 from U. L. C.; $500 from Intermediate 


Dues and by Sustaining and Contributing Memberships. The Luther . 


League of America has 160 pieces of different literature. The 
Luther League Review is the official paper. To conduct better 
meetings, Topics Quarterlies should be used in conjunction with the 
Luther League Review. 


The most important part of a meeting is the worship in which 
there are two elements, viz: the holy things we receive from God, 
and the things we offer to God. We shall receive the same amount 
of blessing from a meeting as we contribute to the meeting. Use 
the following types of prayers, viz: sentence prayers, prayers from 
the church book, a passage of Scripture as a prayer, hymns and 
silent prayers. A well selected and well read Scripture lesson will 
contribute much. Appropriate hymns and a story of the life of the 
author can be used. The offering is a devotion. 


John Lauman said that the business meeting can be made or 
broken by the chairman. The Executive Committee should meet 
before the meeting to be properly prepared. Start meetings on 
time. Parliamentary rules according to Roberts were discussed. 


Miss Brenda Mehlhouse, the Junior Secretary of the Luther 
League of America, said that Juniors make excellent Seniors. Jun- 
iors have three departments like the Seniors, and the same themes 
for topics. The Juniors studied Japan during the Japan objective. 
A packet for 6 months can be had for 40 cents. If your church has 
a Light Brigade meeting every two weeks, let the same group with 
the same superintendent meet on alternating weeks as a Junior 
League. 


Rev. Howald outlined Life Service, saying that it was primarily 
to save souls. Literature on Life Service was distributed. Rev. 
Kinports said that Life Service work could be done at the present 
time, viz: visit the shut-ins, teach Sunday School, sing in the choir 
help children, and do active Luther League work. : 


Rey. Kinports said that the educational program develops four 
factors, viz: Christian personality, church consciousness, able 
leadership, and effective co-operation. Four peas in a pod for lead- 
ers of devotional meetings are: (1) Preparation must (a) be early; 
(b) consist of independent thinking; (c) be intelligent; (2) Plan 
must be (a) definite; (b) co-operative, i. e., leader cannot do all 
himself; (c) alluring and enticing; (3) Progress must be (a) 
ahead; (b) in right direction; (c) guarded; (4) Purpose must be 
(a) inspirational; (b) concentrated; (c) devotional. The Reading 
Course, the Luther League Review and the Canada Lutheran supply 
educational material. 


Miss Mehlhouse said that the 900 Junior Leagues (200 of 
whom are in India) study missionary books suitable for children. 
Let the Juniors take an active part in the meetings. Let them do 
Life Service work by mending church books, visit shut-ins, form a 
Good Neighbor Club, and exchange ideas and materials with others. 
Attractive pictures which the children can make, can be had at a 
small cost. Educational program is used by allowing the Juniors 
to study topics, to train in prayer and leadership and to plan their 
own meetings. 


Miss Monk, the Missionary Secretary of the Luther League 
of Canada, said that each League should: 1. Have a Missionary 
Secretary; 2. Hold a missionary program; 3. Have a mission study 
box; 4. Read books on missions; 5. Have one book on missions 
read by all; 6. Have a special offering for missions; 7. Have a 
public meeting once a year. Rev. Kinports said that if the Leaguers 
are interested in missions, the future church will also be. To con- 
duct a Chinese meeting decorate with Chinese articles and eat rice 
while the members are sitting on the floor. 


Sister Marguerite, a deaconess from Niagara Falls, said that 
the garb of the deaconess is worn to allow all to be on the same 
level and because it commands respect. She adheres to the motto, 
“Your servants for Jesus’ sake.” 


Rev. Kinports said that the social and recreational program 
cannot be neglected. Most socials are not well enough prepared. 
He suggested several Bible games. 


Harry Stockfish said that publicity should be carried on in the 
local newspapers before and after a meeting, and in the Canada 
Lutheran. Posters to advertise a meeting are good. 


A banquet followed. The conference was one of the most suc- 
cessful enterprises ever undertaken by the Luther League of Canada. 


The first issue of the ‘Luther League Reporter” has recently 
been mailed to each Luther League home. The copy contains an 
editorial of the purpose of the pamphlet, articles on Life Service, 
Home Mission Fund, Workers’ Conference, Intermediate Depart- 
ment, Expenditure of the Funds of the Luther League of Canada, 
Junior Department and the Missionary Department. All articles 
pertain to the work in Canada, i. e., what has been done and what 


should be done. 
KARL KNAUFF 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


COLUMBIA DISTRICT LUTHER 
LEAGUE CONVENTION 


~The Thirty-third Annual Convention 
of Columbia District was held Sep- 
tember 8, 9 and 10 in Trinity Church, 
Longview, Washington, Rev. Arthur 
M. Knudsen, pastor. The convention 
theme was ‘‘Like Jesus,’ with the 
motto, “I Would Be Like Jesus.’’ The 
text was taken from John 13:15, ‘For 
| have given you an example.” Eighty 
Leaguers were registered in delega- 
tions. The opening service of the 
convention was held Friday evening, 
September 8th. The words of wel- 
come from Arthur Knudsen, Vice- 
President of Trinity League, were re- 
sponded to by Marvin Johnson, Dis- 
trict Vice-President. The convention 
address was delivered by Rev. W. lI. 
Eck, of Zion Church, The Dalles, 
Oregon, Pastor-Counsellor of the Dis- 
trict. He spoke on the convention 
text. giving particular attention to its 
application in the problems of today. 

Saturday morning session was 
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opened with a song service led by Rev. 
A. M. Knudsen. convention song lead- 
er, followed by Quiet Moments by Dr. 
M. J. Bieber, convention chaplain. <A 
half-hour conference, ‘Like Jesus In 
Our Devotional Work,”’ was conducted 
by Henry Jensen, Zion League, La Grande, Oregon. The business 
session at which reports from officers and committee chairmen were 
read took up the remainder of the morning. The report on the 
District Efficiency Goals was also received at this time and the 
President’s Banner awarded to St. Paul’s League of Vancouver, 
Washington, with Zion League, The Dalles, Oregon, a very close 
second. This is St. Paul’s third consecutive year as banner League. 

_ The afternoon session was also opened with song service and 
quiet moments after which Harry Durdall led the conference on 
Junior-Intermediate League work. The afternoon’s business took 
up the receiving of reports of convention committees, new business 
and election of officers. The important items brought forward under 
new business were the appointment of a committee to select and 
secure a suitable memorial to be placed by the District in Zion 
Church, The Dalles, in memory of Miss Hilda Schassen, former 
District President; a reduction of $50 on the District’s annual 
budget; the creation of a committee to raise funds for sending a 
delegate or delegation to the next convention of the Luther League 
of America; and the passing of resolutions recommending to each 
local Senior League and its congregation the organization of Inter- 
mediate League work and Junior League work wherever possible. 
Election resulted in the following board of officers: President, Ralph 
Luedtke; Vice-President, Miss Helen Stein; Treasurer, Robert 
Austin; Recording Secretary, Miss Veona Kretzer; Corresponding 
Secretary, Miss Verna Biersdorf. 

The delegates were all present at Sunday School for the special 
class conducted by the local pastor, Rev. Knudsen. Dr. Wily alle 
Bieber preached the sermon at the morning service. His subject 
was “The Very Spirit of Jesus” from the text ‘Let this mind be 
in you which was also in Christ Jesus.”’ The newly elected officers 
were installed. The closing rally, Sunday afternoon, was opened 
by a song service after which the chaplain gave his closing remarks 
based on the convention theme. Brief talks were given by the 
newly installed officers and District and local League leaders. An 
address, ‘Christians According to Christ,’’ by the local pastor, Rev. 
A. M. Knudsen, closed the convention. 


CALIFORNIA 


Report of the District Luther League 
of the Northern Conference of the Synod of California 


The annual convention of the above named body met in the 
Grace Lutheran Church, Richmond, October 7 and 8. Registration 
took place on Saturday afternoon and the first meeting, the conven- 
tion banquet, was held that night in the Baptist’ Church across the 
street in order to accommodate the crowd of about 170 people. The 
speaker of the evening, Dr. James J. Raun, of St. Mark’s, San 
Francisco, presented the appeal of Christianity to its youth. 

A large group of the delegates attended Sunday School and 
church the next morning. Dr. Geo. H. Hillerman, of Grace Church, 
Richmond, preached a sermon on “The Victory of Youth.” <A 
lunch was served to the Luther Leaguers immediately following the 
service and the convention picture was taken. 

The Sunday afternoon session was opened with Rey. May, 
of Christ Church, Alameda, in charge of the devotions. The 
business of the afternoon progressed rapidly. Two of the outstand- 
ing items of interest were: (1) The adoption of a ‘Banner Point 
Program” to encourage the various Leagues to more active and 
well directed -work. (2) Five new Leagues applied and were re- 
ceived into membership in the District. These Leagues did not 
represent new churches, but did represent new Leagues in churches 
which already had at least one League. 

The officers inducted for the new year are: President, Emil 
Sass, St. Mark’s, San Francisco; Vice-President, Miss Betty Craw- 
ford, First, Fresno; Secretary, Louise Bowen, Grace, Richmond; 


Treasurer, Miss Dorothea Asman, St. Michael’s, Berkeley. 
HERBERT HILLERMAN 


IOWA 
The Iowa State Luther League Convention was held in St. 
Paul’s Lutheran Church, Clinton, Rev. J. S. Leamer, pastor, August 
24-27. The convention theme was “Achieving In (Christ, : 
At the opening service Thursday evening, Rey. F. W. Otterbein, 
of North Austin Lutheran Church, Chicago, brought the message. 
He spoke on our convention theme, “Achieving In Christ.” He said 


Twenty-third Annual Convention of the Columbia District, 
held September 8-10, 1933, at Longview, Washington 


we must work, fight and pray if we would achieve. The choir of 
St. Paul’s Church rendered some splendid music during the service. 

Following the service a Get-Acquainted meeting in the church 
parlors was sponsored by the local League. A grand march and a 
splendid track meet kept the Leaguers in a continuous mix-up. 
Light refreshments were served. 

Following the communion service the President of the State 
League officially called the convention to order. Regular convention 
business was transacted, reports of State officers were given, and roll 
call of local Leagues was given by Secretary. lowa’s Japan quota 
was reported met 100 per cent, as well as national dues. Herb 
Fischer, national President, gave a worthwhile talk on “Looking 
Forward With the Luther League of America.’’ He answered all 
questions and gave good suggestions to our Leaguers. At noon the 
convention picture was taken in front of the local church. 


On Friday afternoon—1:30 P. M.—short devotional service, Rev. 
L. H. Lesher, pastor of Grace Lutheran Church, Muscatine, Towa, 
in charge. Business followed the devotional service. Local reports 
were given. The Clinton Junior choir, under the direction of How- 
ard Wulf, rendered several numbers. The delegates sure appreciated 
this presentation. Life Service, Educational, and Missionary Secre- 
tarys’ reports were given. Nominating committee reported, and then 
election was held. The following officers were elected: President, 
Arlo Ketelsen, Clinton; Vice-President, Alfred Hoflund, Sioux City; 
Secretary. Emily Samp, Des Moines; Treasurer, Elsie Lindgren, 
Sioux City. Resolutions committee reported. 

The convention banquet was held on Friday evening, and it 
was one of the best banquets and programs ever held by the Lowa 
League. Rev. W. S. Dysinger, pastor of First Lutheran Church 
in Iowa City, gave us the address of the evening. The Clinton 
Luther League presented a four act play entitled “‘Let Toby Do It.” 
This proved a reai finish to a splendid banquet. 

Saturday morning a short devotional service was held with 
Rey. M. Lesher, pastor of English Lutheran Church, Iowa Falls, 
in charge. Following the devotional service business was again re- 
sumed. Rev. Carl Satre, of Lena, Illinois, gave us a most inspiring 
address. Three of the admonitions given (all of them taken from 
Paul. the greatest apostle) — Prove all things,’”’ “‘Hold fast to that 
which is good,” “So run that ye may obtain (achieve) the prize.” 


Business again followed. Reports were given of the Mid-West 
Regional Conference held in Chicago in July at North Austin 
Church, by three delegates that were in attendance from Iowa. 


(Emily Samp, Nels Hansen, and Arlo Ketelsen. ) 

On Saturday afternoon there was a devotional service with 
Rev. Carl Berhenke, supply pastor at Trinity Lutheran Church, 
Sioux City, in charge. Following the closing devotional service 
of the convention, the final business was transacted. Final resolu- 
tions were passed and convention was declared brought to a close. 
A tour of the city, which included practically every vital spot, was 
sponsored by the loca! League. This tour finally wound up at one 
of Clinton’s parks (Eagle Point). A picnic supper was in waiting 
for the hungry Leaguers. This is considered one of the beauty 
spots along the Mississippi. Installation of officers of the State 
League, was held during the church service Sunday morning. Rev. 
J. S. Leamer, local pastor, installed the newly-elected officers. 


ILLINOIS 


Leaguers of Arenzville, Bluffs, Bluff Springs, 
Liberty, Meredosia, and Oxville, were entertained at a Comrade- 
ship Conference by the Luther League of the First Lutheran 
Church, Beardstown. The subject of the conference was Comrade- 
ship Through Our Liturgy, Our House of Prayer, Our Faith. 
Pastor T. B. Epting, of Beardstown, delivered a paper of explana- 
tion and appreciation of the three chief services of the Church—the 
Communion Service, Matins, and Vespers. Pastor Wm. A. Hallen 
of Bluffs spoke upon the subject of proper church arrangement 
illustrating with many prints of beautiful church architecture. At 
the Vespers, Pastor Howard Kunkle of Liberty delivered the sermon; 
—The Comradeship of Common Faith. The Leaguers discussed 
such matters as hymn singing, the rendition of the liturgies, the 
proper church appointments. Alfred Gorsky, Executive Secretary 
of the Luther League of Illinois, brought greetings from the State 
organization and spoke upon the program of education, missions 
and life service. Luncheon was sereyd on the church lawn. 
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MINNESOTA 


There’s nothing like a convention to renew one’s enthusiasm 
before beginning the fall program of Luther League work. Since the 
thirty-fifth annual convention of the Minnesota Luther League, held 
at Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Minneapolis, on September 8, 
9 and 10, Leaguers throughout the State are agreed that they will 
push forward and enlist more young people in the youth movement 
for Christ. 

Rev. Walter M. Stuhr, pastor of Ascension Church, St. Paul, 
as convention chaplain, brought meditations on the four verses of 
the convention hymn and theme, “My Faith Looks Up to Thee.” 

The theme was further developed in inspiring addresses by Rey. 
Me Dr Haterman, Rey. Ay JP. iée; Dr (Clair Bs Ames) Reva Carl 
H. Bartsch, Dr. Paul H. Roth. The Mendelssohn String Quartet 
added to the beauty of each service by their fine music. 

Rev. A. J. Biel of Des Moines, lowa, was the official repre- 
sentative from the Luther League of America. He brought greet- 
ings from the national organization and addressed the delegates 
many times on Saturday. We were sorry it was necessary for him 
to leave early. 

A jovial and happy crowd gathered in the church gymnasium 
on two occasions—for the thirty-fifth birthday of the State League 
on Friday evening after the service and for the banquet on Saturday 
evening. The transformation of the gym into a woodland glen gave 
the parties real atmosphere. 

Leaguers rose early Saturday morning for the sunrise break- 
fast on the shores of Lake Nokomis. Following a devotional sery- 
ice and recreation, delegates and visitors attended the institutes on 
Junior, Intermediate and Senior work. The most outstanding of 
the institutes was the one for Intermediates. It was divided into 
four periods of one-half hour each; a devotional presented by Salem 
Intermediates, a discussion of the Sixteen Point Program by some 
of the leaders, a recreational period led by Rev. F. H. Clutz, and 
a model business meeting presented by Holy Communion Inter- 
mediates. The Intermediates displayed enviable ability and give 
great promise for strong Senior Luther Leagues in the not too 
distant future. 

Two discussion groups set Leaguers to thinking about current 
problems. ‘Looking Up to Jesus In Our Political and Social 
Orders” was led by Carl Anderson, and “Looking Up to Jesus In 
Our Economic Order’? by Clemens Zeidler, newly elected President 
of the Wisconsin State Luther League. Clem and Geraldine Knud- 
sen were fraternal delegates from our neighbor State. 

The Juniors and Intermediates arranged the luncheon on 
Saturday noon and gave the program. It was a happy occasion. 

The business session Saturday afternoon was presided over by 
Kenneth A. Lindstrom, State President. A new constitution was 
adopted; Minnesota is to have a missionary project of her own for 
the coming year as she has gone over the top in the Japanese ob- 
jective; and a Life Service Scholarship of $100 will again be awarded. 

Holy Communion was administered at a beautiful early service 
on Sunday morning. The Treble Choir from Salem Church, directed 
by Clarence B. Lund, sang throughout the service. 

A model missionary devotional and life service program served 
to enlighten many of us concerning the needs and aims of these 
two departments. Rev. F. H. Clutz and Harold Gruhn, recipient 
of the Life Service Scholarships, spoke on life service and John 
Shannon led the devotional meeting. 


Dr. Paul H. Roth, professor at Northwestern Lutheran Theo- 
logical Seminary, at the Sunday evening service delivered an ad- 
dress on “The Church and Her Young People.” Rev. C. V. Tam- 
bert briefly summarized the conyention, and the newly elected offi- 
cers were installed by Rev. N. K. Fedderson. They are: President, 
George Brandanger; Vice-President, John Shannon; Corresponding 
Secretary, Dorothy Sorensen; Recording Secretary, Arline Williams ; 
Treasurer, Merle Olson. 

The convention paper, “The Stater,’’ was splendidly edited by 
Amalie Roth and Dana Jebe. 

The St. Paul Leagues had a Pow Wow on October 8. They 
had a big time, and somehow or other they managed to gather to- 
gether some money for the new Life Service Fund. 

The Twin City District held their Annual Banquet on November 
10 at Richfield Lutheran Church, Rey. N. Feddersen, pastor. 
Maurice Strouts is President of the District League. Dr. Jonas 
H. Dressler was the speaker. 


A Leadership Training Course was again conducted by the 
Twin City District Luther League. Rev. Carl V. Tambert was 
the instructor at the first six classes on better devotionals and 
August Gruhn had the next four classes on League problems. About 
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Thirty-fifth Annual Convention of the Minnesota Luther League, held at Minneapolis, September 8-10, 1933 


75 Leaguers took advantage of the opportunity for learning more 
about Luther League. 7 

Minnesota was sad to learn of the death of Min Peterson who 
had made so many friends for herself in the State: Our sympathy 
to Mr. Sam Peterson, her husband, and to her mother. 


FRANCES DIEKHOFF 


OHIO 


The Miami Valley Luther Leagues held a beautiful and im- 
pressive campfire meeting at the Chatauqua grounds on September 
10. The theme was to call attention to the application of Chris- 
tian principles to amusements. It was truly a success. 

The Southern Federation of the Central Conference of the 
Luther League of Ohio was held at Coshocton, Friday, October 20. 
Pep songs under the direction of Donald Elder of Hamma UDivinity 
School were carried out in a fine spirit and made a distinct con- 
tribution to the purpose of the gathering. Elmer A. Lehman, of 
Hamma Divinity School, brought the main address of the evening 
on the theme ‘‘Making Use of the Personality of Jesus.’ Executive 
Secretary John M. Warnes presented the work and plans of the 
State organization. Holy Trinity Luther League of Newark was 
awarded the banner for the largest percentage of attendance. | 

The first offering for the Luther League missionary objective 
was received at the first regular session of the Central Conference 
Convention when it was in session at Zanesville. We hope this will 
suggest something to you. Will it? 

The Western District held its second District rally at St. Lucas’ 
Church, Toledo, on Sunday afternoon, September 10. Rev. Venable 
of Dayton was the speaker at the vesper service. The theme was 
to present the idea of the family altar to the Luther Leaguers of 
this District. A beautiful picture of Christ by Hofmann was pre- 
sented to each Leaguer and we hope it will suggest the idea of 
a family altar in every home. 

First Lutheran Church of Mansfield observed their Luther 
League Day on September 24, by giving the Luther Leaguers an 
opportunity to take part in the vesper service. play was pre- 
sented entitled ‘“‘Five Luther League Doctors.” This League also 
presented a nice offering for the Luther League missionary work. 

Trinity Lutheran Church of Lewisburg gave their Luther 
Leaguers an opportunity to take part in the 125th anniversary of 
its founding by giving them Friday evening, October 13, to present 
their program. The meeting was largely attended. Addresses were 
given by Rev. John Warnes and Rev. H . Dee Vebut 

Things are happening fast in Ohio and we now close until 
next month when we hope to again report many interesting activities. 

E. A. LEHMAN, Publicity Director 


MICHIGAN SYNOD 


The fall rally of the Ft. Wayne District Luther League was 
held at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church at Uniondale, October 29th. 
The afternoon session began with devotionals led by Paul Schwartz, 
of Uniondale. Special music was furnished by a male quartet from 
Trinity Church of Fort Wayne, and a girls’ trio from Auburn. The 
address of the afternoon was given by the Synodical President, 
Harold Sundberg, who spoke on the subject, “Service,” presenting 
some very interesting and helpful information, and also brought 
greetings from the other three Districts. 

The following officers were elected: President, Rev. W. D. 
Oberholtzer, Kokomo; Vice-President, Mrs. Harry Emrick, Ft. 
Wayne: Recording Secretary, Miss Frances Saltsman, Auburn; 
Treasurer, Luther Keil, Ft. Wayne; Corresponding Secretary, Miss 
Margaret Miller, Uniondale. 

; At the banquet, Rev. H. L. Walmsley, acting as toastmaster, 
introduced each of the attending ministers. 
_ At the evening meeting Rev. H. T. Neve delivered the sermon. 
His subject was “‘The Just Shall Live by Faith.” 
A pageant, “The Banner of the Cross’? was presented by the 


Uniondale League. 
FRANCES SALTSMAN, Secretary 


NEW JERSEY 


The adventure on which the New Jersey State Luther League 
embarked at its 38th Annual Convention was more than a matter of 
its theme, “Adventuring With Christ.” In the first place there 
was the adventure of a convention with no outside help. Only in 
part was this a result of an inability to secure some noted church 
leaders for the program. In the other part it was dictated by the de- 
mands for economy. And it was a success! 

Upon the Officers and Secretaries fell the burden of providing 
a program that would send the delegates home thoroughly aroused 
and inspired for new League activities. That they measured up can 
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be learned from the following facts. The Junior Department pre- 


sented its aims, activities and achievements in a varied program in 
which Juniors had the principal parts—the center of which was a 
clock of progress.” As a report, it was different. Miss Helen 
Wenzel, of Runnemede, deserves much credit for the leadership she 


is giving the Juniors. When the Intermediate period arrived a 
pageant illustrating the Twelve Point Program of this division un- 
folded to the convention how the Intermediates’ aims found illus- 
tration in the life of Luther. Miss Leona Becker, of Irvington, as 
State Intermediate Secretary had prepared a pageant. It will be 
worthy of the attention of any Intermediate 


t group. There were 
enough Intermediate representatives, boys and girls and superin- 
tendents, to enable the program to be put on in most attractive and 
informing fashion. The Life Service division also demonstrated 


its versatility by a play. Written by Miss Erna Hardt, of Clifton, 


State Secretary, it broadened and strengthened the conception of 
the Life Service portion of the Luther League program. Any 
League will profit by having this play presented. Then there was 
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a huge map demonstration by Missionary Secretary 


5 a : \ Mildred Hough, 
of Jersey City, and Al Schaediger’s automobile tire 


showed us the 


inner and outer workings of the Sustaining Membership Fund. 
Facts and Forces In the Social Order” found a ready sale under 
the energetic sales talk of one of the State Clerical Advisors. 


Answering the request of the United Lutheran Church that study 
groups be organized, New Jersey determined to have such discus- 
sion groups in social justice in every one of its Leagues during this 
year. The convention program provided adventures with Christ 
in song, in spirit, in service and in study. Quiet Moments directed 
by Rev. C. K. Fegley provided the spiritual background for the 
reports, presentations and discussions along these lines. 


Emanuel Lutheran Church, New Brunswick, provided a most 
excellent entertainment of the delegates during the three days of 
the convention and an additional adventure through housing the 


delegates in tourist cabins on the outskirts of the city. Rev. Dr. 
A. H. Holthusen, pastor of the church, was enthusiastic in his 
commendation of the personnel of the convention, of its spirit, and 
of its program. Holthusen contributed much to the 
gaiety of the convention by exercising his fine ability as 


a photographer. 

Rev. Alford R. Naus as convention preacher, Regional 
Secretary Ethel Tussing, and Rev. Paul C. White, Re- 
ligious Educational Director of the United Lutheran Synod 
ot New York, made worthy contributions to the program. 
The final banquet not only provided a worthy outlet for 
the enthusiasm of the delegates but brought as well the 
climax of the convention inspiration. 

A Sustaining 
books of the Reading Course 
Possible?” , “Unto the Hills,’ ‘‘God In the Shadows,” and 
“Pioneers of the Kingdom.’’ Steps were taken toward pro- 
viding a suitable recognition of the fortieth anniversary of 
the State League in 1935. Endeavor will be made to hold 
the anniversary convention in the Church of the Atonement, 
Asbury Park, where the League was organized in 1895. 

Those who will direct the energies for another year are: 


Membership was voted. The following 


were adopted: “Is Christ 


President, John H. Rugge, Jersey City; Vice-President 
Eugene H. Kelchner, Camden; Corresponding Secretary, 


Helen Pivovarnik, 
Minna Schnoock, 
net, Newark. 

And the following Secretaries: 
Melva Lefelar, Passaic; Missionary Secretary, Dorothy 
Zerbst, Weehawken ; Lite Service Secretary, Erna Hardt, 
Clifton; Intermediate Secretary, Leona Becker, Irvington; 
Junior Secretary, Helen Wenzel, Runnemede; Publicity 
Secretary, Alvin Schaediger, North Bergen; Clerical Ad- 
visors, Rev. Alford R. Naus, Camden, Rev. Bernard Krapf, 


Trenton; Recording Secretary, Miss 
New Brunswick; Treasurer, Robert Bon- 


Educational Secretary, 


New Jersey’s Executive Committee 


Haddon Heights, Rev. C. K, Fegley, Weehawken. 
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Topic Discussion=Senior, Intermediate and Junior 
SENIOR TOPICS 


January 7, 1934 
First Sunday after Epiphany 


SETTING MY STANDARDS 
Luke 6:46-49 
(By Rev. Arthur P. Snyder) 


Aim: To realize that the Christian religion is prac- 
tical. To show that by being a Christian we must be 
Christlike. 

In many of the teachings of Jesus we find that He 
divided His hearers into two groups. There is before 
us in this topic the picture of one of the two founda- 
tions upon which we may build our lives or set our 
standards. There are two foundations. The one is 
rock, the other is sand. 


To build upon the rock, Jesus tells us is the same 
thing as to hear and do His sayings. The important 
thing for us to remember is the demand Jesus makes 
that we shall take His sayings as the foundation of our 
lives. Jesus Christ is the foundation of our lives. He 
is the only standard that we must use, if we are to have 
any true life at all. He must be the foundation of our 
thinking, His word should be the absolute truth, His 
life should be the all-satisfying, perfect revelation of 
God, to our hearts. “In Him are hid all the treasures 
of wisdom and knowledge.” The facts of His birth, 


life, death, ascension, the present sover- 
eignty, with the truths that are deduced from them, 
are the foundations of all true thinking on moral, sociat 


and religious questions. 


resurrection, 


Christ alone is the foundation of all our hopes, of 
all our security, the foundation for all our aspirations 
To build on Christ as the standard of your living is the 
sure basis of your safety, your hope and your blessed- 
ness. The man who builds his house on the sand, 
the man who becomes subject to the passing fancies of 
the day, who fulfills the short-lived desires of his heart, 
who follows the fashion of the day in morality—these 
are the things on which men build, if they are not build- 
ing upon Jesus Christ. They go through life like a 
ship on the seas in command of an inexperienced man 
who permits his ship to be swayed by every breeze and 
is easily driven off the true course. 


All of us I am sure have had certain objects which 
we followed in former years which today have been for- 
gotten. We have outlived a great many of our former 
desires. There is nothing that lasts but God and Christ, 
and the people who build their lives upon them. 


As Leaguers we must dig deep, until we are on the 
solid foundation of the Eternal Rock. That is the only 
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foundation upon which if we are wise to build our 
Are we doing it? 
There Are Two Houses 

The one is built upon the rock. This means of 
course—a life that is based upon, and moulded after, 
the commandments of Jesus Christ, His pattern and 
example. And that life will stand. The ideal for us is 
then to apply all of Christ’s sayings into our whole 
lives. This is the ideal of our standard, in order that 
we may bring our lives more and more under the in- 
fluence of Christ’s examples. 

Of course the other house built on the sand is the 
life which is not regulated by Christ’s will and com- 
mand. Too many of us do not stop to think that we 
are building a whole life—a house. We forget that 
each day, each deed, step by step we are building either 
on the rock or the sand. Our deeds may seem to be 
only passing events, but whether we are building on the 
rock or the sand we are building not for a day but for 
eternity. What you are building and on what you are 
building are questions that must be decided by each one 
of us. If we build on Christ we know it is lasting. 
Only we must take heed what we are building on this 


foundation. 


lives. 


Storm Comes Upon Us 

It is not necessary to dwell upon the force of our 
Lord’s description, so true of the sudden storms of 
eastern countries. Most of us have seen the ravages of 
nature during the past year in one section or another in 
our own land. The houses are attacked from all sides. 
From above the rains descend, the wind rages around 
the walls, the flood waters begin to rise, and if the 
house stands upon the rock the waters flow away, but if 
it is built upon the sand, the waters eat away beneath 
the foundations and undermines the whole structure. 
All of us must sooner or later face the storm of life, 
and wise is the man who has built his house—life—on 
the rock—Jesus Christ. 

‘The builder in constructing any project must esti- 
mate the strain to which his work will be exposed before 
he begins to erect it. If he fails to do that the ele- 
ments will soon have the structure razed to a pile of 
ruins. We in this life must build with the same pre- 
caution, follow the plans laid down for us by our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ in order that we may stand 
the stress and strain of the trials and temptations which 
constantly confront us in our daily lives. 

The result of our lives will be as the houses built. 
We will either stand or fall. 

The life of obedience to Christ is stable, a life not 
based on Christ vanishes. These statements are true 
because whatsoever a man does for himself, apart from 
God in Christ, he is sowing to corruption, and he will 
reap corruption. Remember this, that nothing but God 
lasts, and what is done according to His will. And 
when the storms come whether the man be Christian or 
not, all which was not built on Christ will be swept 
away. To live by faith and obedience is supreme wis- 
dom, Every life which is not built upon Christ is the 
perfection of folly. 

Thus by setting our standards on the highest ideal 
we will attain to the highest of living. The standard 
of Christian living is perfection. “Ye therefore shall be 
perfect, as your Heavenly Father is perfect.” 
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The Christian’s aim is perfection. Aim high to hit 
high. “If you aim at the barn door you will never hit 
the weathervane on the roof. No less a pattern would 
or could be worthy of a follower of Jesus Christ. 


The Apostle Paul said, “For me to live is Christ.” 
So we, in setting our standards, might use these words 
for our motto. Make Jesus the author of your life. 
Make Jesus the sustainer of life. Make Jesus the law 
Make Christ the influence of your life. 
Make Jesus the 


of your lite. 
Make Jesus the impulse of your life. 
crown of your life. 

Thus with Christ at the beginning of life, and at 
the end of life, whether we look upon the past, at the 
present, or into the future, within or without, wherever 
we may turn our eyes we shall ever see Jesus in whom 
we find the true standard of Christian living. 


January 14, 1934 
Second Sunday after Epiphany 
SELECTING MY FRIENDS 
I Corinthians 5:11-13 
(By Rev. Arthur P. Snyder) 
Aim: To recognize the importance of selecting 
Christian friends. 

There is nothing so important as the choice of 
friendship; for it both reflects the character and af- 
fects it. A man is known by the company he keeps. 
This is an unfailing test; for his thoughts, his desires, 
his ambitions and loves are revealed here. A.man is 
moulded into likeness of the lives that come nearest 
him. If at times we are hindered by the weaknesses of 
our friends it is also true that we are often helped by 
their good qualities. Contact with a strong nature in- 
spires us with strength. Someone asked Kingsley what 
was the secret of his strong happy life, and he answered, 
“Hh Inayel @ gine” 

We must be mindful of the fact that every new tie 
we make that we may be adding a new risk to our hap- 
piness. Every contact means some risk, for while many 
of our disappointments come from relationship with 
others, so also nearly all our joys spring from the same 
source. Thus we can readily see the importance of our 
being cautious in the selection of our friends. 

We dare not be too exclusive in our attachments, 
nor dare we be too willing and ready to be a friend of 
everybody. Though it may seem difficult to avoid either 
of these two extremes, it will not do to refuse to 
choose at all, and leave things to chance. 

We have all met the type of person who is friend- 
ly with everybody. He is what we may call good com- 
pany, and a favorite on all light occasions. Many may 
like him but few trust him. His mind takes on the 
opinions of the group, his character takes in all the 
forces that act on it. His desire to please the crowd 
may cause him to forget principle. Thus we find that 
most of his acquaintances are what we call fair-weather 
friends. 

To expect loyalty and devotion from all alike is to 
court disappointment. We cannot look for undying 
affection from the crowd we may happen to have en- 
tertained, or treated. Many friends in life, as many il- 
lustrated in books, lose all interest in another person 
just as soon as they cannot or do not continue to do 
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things for them. However by experience with such 
people we learn to know whom we can trust. 

However we should not ourselves go to the other 
extreme and select only those people as friends who can 
be of use to us. Too often young men and women are 
willing to include anybody in their list of friends be- 
cause of some gain they might desire to receive. It is 
an abuse of the word friend or friendship to apply to 
such social relationships. If we had higher ideals for 
ourselves, if we lived to God and not to men, we would 
find that in the truest sense we would live with men. 

All connections based on selfishness, either for per- 
sonal gain or usefulness are accidental. They are read- 
ily broken up, because, when the pleasure of their use- 
fulness ends, then it is that this relationship also ceases. 
The perfect friendship is grounded on what is perma- 
nent, on goodness, on character. Friendship based on 
this is perhaps much slower in developing, since it 
takes time to find out the really lovely things in life, 
but it is lasting. 

The most important point, then, about the selec- 
tion of friendship is that we should know what to re- 
ject. Countless attractions may present themselves to 
us on a lower scale. For we as human beings are sub- 
ject ofttimes to the rule of the group rather than to the 
dictates of our own consciences. But remember that 
we each have a duty to perform, and we should never 
allow ourselves to be under the spell of evil companion- 
ship. Many who mix with doubtful companions claim 
that they have no Pharisaical tendencies, and try to 
defend themselves by Christ’s example, who received 
sinners and ate with them. Such a comparison borders 
on blasphemy. Christ never joined in their sin, but 
went to save them from sin. Some may claim that they 
are interested in knowing about what is going on in the 
world and desire to get some ideas or as they say, 
to see life. 

If however they are honest with themselves, they 
must admit that they join the company of sinners, for 
the desire they have to sin. We must first obey the 
moral command to come out from among them and be 
separate, before it is possible to meet them like Christ. 
Remember this, that the knowledge of wickedness is 
not wisdom. 

We must select our friends on a higher principle 
than a worldly one, of pleasure, of usefulness. Friends 
must be chosen for character, for goodness, for truth 
and trustworthiness, because they have sympathy with 
us in our best thoughts and our highest ideals. A 
friendship based on the physical fades away as the first 
bloom. The basis of friendship must be the joint par- 
ticipation of the soul. Friends need not be alike in 
temperament and capacity, but they must be alike in 
sympathy. 

The incident of David and Jonathan represents the 
typical friendship. Out of the troubles of the time and 
the disorder of their lives, there arose for these two 
souls a new and beautiful world, where there reigned 
peace, love and contentment. Jonathan forgot his pride 
and David his ambition. It was as though the smile of 
God had changed the world to them. One of them was 
saved from the temptation of the court, and the other 
from disgrace in exile. Such a gift as each gave and 
received could not be bought or sold. It was the fruit 
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of the inborn nobility of both. Through this friendship 
Jonathan was able to withstand his father’s anger to 
shield his friend, and David was patient with Saul for 
his son’s sake. 

So too must we choose our friends, and if we 
choose them in Christ, we need never fear parting, and 
will possess the real joy and happiness that comes from 
having a friend who is able to understand that your 
friendship has been based on high ideals, on goodness 
and character. 


Assignments That May Be Made For 
Special Reading 

“Friendship is the highest degree of perfection in 
society.”’—Montaigne. 

“Blessed are they who have the gift of making 
friends, for it is one of God’s best gifts. It involves 
many things, but above all, the power of going out of 
one’s self, and appreciating whatever is noble and lov- 
ing in another.’—Thomas Hughes. 

“So long as we love we serve. So long as we are 
loved by others I would almost say we are indispensable; 
and no man is useless while he is a friend.”—R. L. 
Stevenson. 


January 21, 1934 
Transfiguration Sunday 


CHOOSING MY AMUSEMENTS 
Philippians 4:8 
(By Rey. Arthur P. Snyder) 
Aim: To understand the Christian attitude toward 
“amusement.” 


The term ‘‘amusement” is one that is familiar to all 
of us. By amusement we must remember is meant, 
gaining pleasure from occupying the mind agreeably 
and lightly, something that will refresh and relax after 
hard work. In schools, in factories, in communities, and 
churches everybody recognizes the need for some form 
of amusement. 


The Use and Abuse of Amusements 

I suppose we should say, taking a general view of 
humanity, that while man has to work, and work is 
essential, man also needs amusements and recreation. 
But this amusement or recreation will depend on two 
things for its beneficent results: first, the kind of 
amusement; and secondly, the degree in which we 
indulge in it. 

There are different kinds of amusement, and we 
may abuse it in two ways. If you would judge amuse- 
ments or pleasure, you must judge it from the stand- 
points of degree and kind. If a person gives up too 
much time for amusements, you know what happens; 
it weakens his moral fibres, it tends to make a person 
shiftless; and it impairs his power and capacity for 
usefulness. The desired benefits that we will receive 
from amusements depend upon the character of the 
amusements itself. There are amusements which are 
wholesome; there are pleasures which are unwhole- 
some. An amusement which takes the form merely of 
frivolity at least does no one any good; and by doing 
no one any good, such amusement does harm, for it 
makes no demand upon his heart, no demand upon his 
spiritual energies. Then again there are amusements 
which are distinctly harmful, and such are to be avoided. 
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There are the pleasures of over-eating and over-drink- 
ing; but there are worse amusements—amusements of 
self-indulgence, pleasures of immorality, which are most 
harmful to the participant. 

intended for recreation—the re- 
But we must remember that there 


Amusements are 
creating of the man. 
are many splendid and wholesome amusements in the 
world. Amusement, like everything else in the world, 
may be used and may be abused; and it is the law of 
our higher nature that we must be forever making 
AN choice: 

Christ’s Attitude Toward Pleasure 

There never was a more natural teacher than Jesus 
Christ. There never was a more natural life than the 
life of Jesus Christ. The Master never would say, 
“Turn your back upon pleasure as an evil thing,” but 
He would say, “Judge your pleasures; judge them from 
the standpoint of your moral elevation, your moral 
character, and the work you have to do for men and 
for God.” Choose your amusement on the light of this 
verse before us. Choose those things which are ‘true, 
honest, just, pure, lovely. 

We have many great examples given of the proof 
that’ amusement is necessary. Our Lord Jesus Christ 
and His apostles had their feasts as well as their fasts; 
their quiet hours as well as their hours crowded with 
holy toil. 

Such play is needed at all times, whether we are 
over-worked or whether we have no work at all. The 
man who does a great amount of physical labor requires 
mental amusement and the mental laborer requires phy- 
sical amusement or recreation. 

In the choice of our amusements we must con- 
stantly keep in mind the fact that we desire amusement 
in order that our minds and bodies may be drawn to 
something lighter. Everything, however, depends upon 
the quality and the quantity of our recreations and 
amusements. : 

Let me enumerate some good amusements and 
recreations. Some “play” that is to be held honorable 
and upright by all. 

Early in such a list I would place pure light litera- 
ture. Public libraries in their reports are calling atten- 
tion to the fact that more books are being read during 
this period of economic distress than ever before. Which 
proves that those who really need some form of amuse- 
ment, believe that reading is one way in which they 
have their desire satisfied. There are many books in 
print today that will provide pure, wholesome amuse- 
ment as well as many that may prove harmful and here 
it is that we must be sure that the books we read are 
chosen with the greatest of care in order that they will 
help rather than hinder our lives. 

To the average person whose religious activities are 
confined to only the attendance of the Sunday School 
and Church services, it might be well to suggest that 
they utilize some of the time in some definite form of 
service to Christ and His Church. As Luther League 
members both individually and collectively we can be of 
great help and influence in the work of the church by 
assisting in the clerical work of the church, distributing 
literature, and innumerable other tasks which will sug- 
gest themselves as you become active in the work of 
the church. 
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To those who are able and have the opportunit y— 
music—at home and in public, is one of the most exalted 
and delightful of amusements. 

The studye of aru inthe sereat painting of the 
master offers a most splendid amusement. 

As Luther Leaguers, students or former students 
in high school or elementary, you are aware of the 
many athletic pleasures that abound today. Every 
school no matter how large or how small has its athletic 
teams. Luther League Districts have organized many 
athletic Leagues, the Sunday Schools and Churches 
sponsor teams to provide pure and wholesome amuse- 
ment for both participant and patron. 

For those who are not athletically inclined a good 
walk in the city streets, if we practice an educated ob- 
servation of the things about us will be of great benefit. 
Charles Kingsley said that a walk along Regent Street 
was an intellectual tonic. A walk in the country, es- 
pecially with all the beauties of nature at hand will in 
many instances be a memorable and in every way a 
beneficial experience. 

It matters not what our amusement may be if we 
choose it with Christ as the ultimate source of our 
pleasure. 

We as Christians in choosing our amusements must 
remember that the day of sitting around with a long 
face rather than a smile is not following the example of 
Jesus Christ. So we can and should enjoy those things 
which will give to us the needed change from our daily 
tasks in the light of their truth, their honesty, their 
justice, their purity, in the spirit of Jesus Christ. 

Ever remember the noble words of Dean Chruch, 
“Every real part of our life ought to be a part of our 
Christian life.” 


January 28, 1934 
Septuagesima Sunday 
A DAY WITH. A DEACONESS 
Romans 16:1, 2 


(By Sister Pearle N. Lyerly, New York City) 


The subject given to me to develop for your thought and dis- 
cussion is indeed a difficult one. It will be necessary to confine 
my write-up to the work with a parish, since I cannot follow step 
by step the activities of those who are serving in institutions or 
other fields. You may also keep in mind the fact that no two 
parishes are alike, but in general, I think, there are many activities 
the same. 


Suggestion: Have a Leaguer impersonate the sister_and go 
through the activities as described in the article. Other Leaguers 
could take the parts of the different people and thus picture the 
deaconess in reality making her contacts. 

General Information 

There are 54 consecrated deaconesses and 21 pro- 
bationers connected with the Baltimore Motherhouse. 
86 consecrated deaconesses and 23 probationers are con- 
nected with the Motherhouse in Philadelphia. Because 
the Sisters are not asked to take a vow to remain for 
life in the sisterhood the figures change yearly as some 
discontinue the work and others are received as candi- 
dates. 

A Day 

Between nine and nine-thirty o’clock the deaconess 
entered the church with a mental outline of the work to 
be done during the day. It was as follows: 

1. Office Work 

2. Conference with Pastor 
3. Inner Mission Conference 
4. Ladies’ Aid Meeting 
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5. Junior-Intermediate League 
6. Student Council 


The First Demand 

In the mail box were found a number of letters. 
Naturally the special delivery asking for a complete list 
of names and addresses of State League leaders re- 
ceived first attention. Changes were made and the list 
Was soon on its way. 

All second class matter helped to fll the waste 
basket which the sexton empties daily. Other letters 
and bills were filed in the proper folders for considera- 
tion when meetings were held. 


The Office Work 

The clerical work in a parish where a secretary is 
not on the staff requires no small amount of time. 
These are some of the things which must be kept up: 

Keeping a mailing list consisting of church mem- 
bers, non-members, Bible School families, students and 
nurses, where there is a change of about one-third of 
the people in one year. New address books are made 
up yearly for the pastor and deaconess in which the 
names and addresses of all those on the mailing lists are 
recorded by streets and numbers. It takes one person 
one week to make up the two books needed. Changes 
must be made constantly during the year as folks move. 


Checking the communion records—the alphabetical 
system is used. Each member is given a printed sheet 
filed in order, where at a glance we may. see how often 
the member has communed during the year. If the 
record shows a blank, that name gives us some thought 
and a special letter is mailed twice during the year. 
Calls are also made to renew the interest. Communion 
is administered twelve times during the year. 

The Bible School records—the cross and crown pin 
system is used in the Bible School. This requires some 
accurate records and so a permanent attendance record 
book is kept which gives the attendance of every pupil 
in the school for the past twelve years. When about 
one-half of the pupils are new every year you may 
imagine the time it takes to record and dismiss pupils. 

The publicity—the church leaflet materials are to be 
written for the printer and notices for the newspapers 
are to be sent in weekly. 

Letters and cards—with the aid of the addresso- 
graph, the mimeograph and the multistamp machine 
about thirty thousand letters and cards go out from the 
office yearly. This gives a reason why the lights are 
burning at midnight many evenings after a full day’s 
program. 

Personal Interviews 

While busy with the clerical work the door bell 
was heard. The superintendent of the primary depart- 
ment came to talk over a new program for the children. 
The hymns for the Easter program must be used for 
some weeks before the pageant is given. After talking 
things over we had a clear understanding of the possi- 
bilities and the problems in the department and the 
materials for the program wete ready on the following 
Sunday. 

The Insistent Telephone 

While the various matters were talked over with 
those who came, the telephone was answered. The end 
of the line; “Hello, the printer. Do you have the copy 
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completed for the leaflet ? 
ayial loWeybie WWeye shit? 


My boy will be there in about 
Another call: “I have called to give 
you the names of those placing memorial flowers on the 
altar Sunday. I hope you can still get them into the 
leaflet” Again—“Sister, this is the - Treasurer. Do 
you think you will be able to get copies of my report 
ready for the meeting this evening? Thank you, I will 
stop by on my way to the parsonage.” 

“Hello, Sister, I am having Miss Smith for lunch 
today. Won't you come and have lunch with us? Yes, 
I know this is one of your busy days and I will let you 
go early. Lunch will be served at one o’clock.” 


The Out-of-Town Friend 

As the superintendent was ushered to the door there 
stood an old friend who came to make a call for only a 
few minutes. Yes, so many things of interest have 
happened since we last met and how good it was to sit 
and talk. To be courteous to a friend on the hour when 
a dozen things are pressing for attention is an art. Not 
even lunch could be enjoyed together because of the 
recent telephone call. One would like to spend a day 
with a friend in New York—but—. 


The Volunteer Worker 

Among my frequent visitors were the young people 
of the church who called to see if they could do some- 
thing to help. friends were life many 
On this day, fortunate enough, the young lady 
was a typist. To the question, “Sister, do you have a 
job for me?” went the reply, “I wish you would copy 
this report for the Treasurer. 


These savers 


times. 


Ten copies are needed 
and they must be ready for the meeting this evening.” 


The Stranger 

“Is the pastor in?” “No,” was the reply, “Is there 
something I can do for you?” asked the deaconess. “I 
have called to see about enrolling my children in the 
Bible School. We have just moved to New York and 
I want my children to go to church.” After gathering 
information here are some facts—three children and only 
one has been baptized. The mother is lost and lonely 
without her friends back home and the father works 
nights. So it is hard for her to get away. After the 
visit with the mother there came the invitation to come 
Arata Gee Ineie, 
was added to the list—for mailing notices, for calling, 
for prospective members, for unbaptized children and 
for the Bible School records. 


Conference With Pastor 

This was the most important hour of the day when 
reports were made of conferences, calls and meetings. 
Our plans were outlined for the next twenty-four hours 
—where sick calls were 1o be made, the names we di- 
vided so we would not cover the same ground at the 
same time. Only twice in eleven vears have we called 
in the same sick room at the same time. In both of 
these cases it was because our program was not worked 
out together. The success of a deaconess in a parish is 
largely due to the time she and the pastor spend to- 
gether in conference. 


The promise was made and a new name 


The Inner Mission Conference 
There are many problems which face the workers 
in the Inner Mission Society. The unemployed, the 
hungry, the stranger and the children. Our summer 
camp work takes planning months in advance, so this 


Page Twenty-four 


conference was called for pastors and church workers in 
Manhattan and Bronx to discuss the plans for making 
the best use of the camp and to give to the undernour- 
ished children renewed health and vigor. 


Luncheon 

At one o'clock the delightful luncheon was served 
in the home of Mrs. Jones. The young lady, Miss 
Smith, had just come to the city and was without a 
church home. After hearing about the Twilight Hour 
Suppers served on Sunday evening and the informal 
devotional meetings with up-to-date discussions where 
young people from all over the world gather, she de- 
cided to visit on Sunday night. Being interested in 
music, the choir held an interest also. Even though it 
was hard to get away from a desk heaped up with work, 
the hour spent was well worth while. 


Making a Call 

Because Mrs. B near the 
lunched, a sick call was made. Even though these have 
been months of suffering yet upon the patient’s face 
there radiates the joy of Christian faith. After a short 
visit, a prayer and a farewell, steps were taken toward 
the church where the Ladies’ Aid members were pre- 
paring for afternoon coffee before the meeting. 


Coffee and Cake 
Completing my report for Ladies’ Aid meeting, the 
call to eat was gladly accepted. The homemade cakes 
baked by our ladies cannot be beat, and after a cold 
ride to church the hot coffee was a real treat. The 
fellowship at the table was enjoyed. With all members 
satisfied we proceeded with the program of the meeting. 


The Monthly Report 

The Church Vestry meets on the first Thursday of 
the month. The work accomplished by the deaconess 
during the month was reported. It takes some time to 
check through the diary and report the number of calls, 
personal interviews at the office, clerical work, meetings 
and services planned and attended and special work— 
such as coaching pageants and plays, addresses made 
“out of the parish, etc. Also the parish expenses for 
office supplies, postage, telephone, etc., were billed to 
the Treasurer of the congregation. 


The Dinner Meeting 

Two Lutheran nurses were my guests for dinner. 
In order to bring about the most successful work with 
the Lutheran nurses in training in the various hospitals 
it is necessary to make personal contacts with key per- 
sons who will serve on the Nurses’ Council. Because 
evenings were at a premium it was necessary to meet 
over the dinner hour. 


lived address where I 


The Intermediate Luther League 

The Junior group of Intermediates permitted a few 
minutes of relaxation as they gathered around my desk 
awaiting the hour of meeting. The teen-age boys and 
girls are my delight. Only once in a while I would like 
to run away from them. But we wouldn’t want them 
if they were perfect. After the meeting a few of the 
girls remained to help with the addressing of cards or 
folding letters. Their willingness was due partly to 
the fact that possibly they would be asked to go for 
refreshments when the other meeting closed. This gave 
them the pleasure of sharing in the eats. 
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The Student Council 

Being centrally located for the metropolitan student 
groups the Council meets here, under the supervision of 
Miss Winston. It is always a joy to share in the plans 
and to note the willingness of many to co-operate in 
this work. The social hour had its place and with a 
little planning refreshments were had at very little cost. 
The overflow or left-over cake and cream from the 
Ladies’ Aid were carefully placed in the electric re- 
frigerator. With the addition of ice cream, or hot 
chocolate, the food was ready for some fifteen or twen- 
ty people. 

The End of a Day 

Many times we had interested young people re- 
main until twelve o’clock and even later to discuss their 
problems with the pastor and Student Secretary. While 
this was done others addressed cards for notices to be 
placed in the mail. The multistamp machine was used 
and by the time ‘good night” was said several hundred 
notices went on their way to announce the plans for 
the next conference. 

“I hope you have enjoyed your visit in the parish. 
Come, we must go home. ‘Tomorrow is another full 
ale,” 


Intermediate Topics 


January 7, 1934 
SETTING MY STANDARDS 
Luke 6:46-49 
A Philosophy 

Have you a philosophy of life? What is a philoso- 
phy of life anyway? Don’t get scared of that word. 
Yes, I know it belongs to colleges and universities, but 
it belongs to you teen-age boys and girls more than it 
does to teachers and older people. Before you get with- 
in 15 years of college, you start building a philosophy. 
You may seldom use the word, nevertheless, more phil- 
osophy is talked among junior and high school boys 
and girls than among college students. 

Every time you walk home thinking about what 
you ought to do for a life work—that is philosophy. 
Every time you and your team-mates discuss what kind 
of sportsmanship you mean to stand for, that is philoso- 
phy. Every time you decide to do right, that is philoso- 
phy. Philosophy gives you your standard of values. 
It gives you the “rules of the road” for your life. Every 
boy and girl has a simple philosophy of life though he 
or she may never have thought of it that way. 


But Youth Only Accept 

You have often heard it said that a man is a “crea- 
ture of circumstance.” That is true to a certain degree. 
But it is only a half-truth. Man is also the creator of 
conditions. He makes opportunities for himself and 
rises above the false conditions set by others. Weak- 
lings consent, strong men resent. Fools drift to and 
fro, but wise men grit their teeth together and row. 


Standards to Be Set 
There are different groups of standards, such as 
moral standards, social standards, standards of faith, 
business standards, etc., that each of us must decide for 
or against as we grow in years. But all sets of standards 
group about one chief standard—the standard of right 
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and wrong. The question, “What is the right thing for 
us as Christians?” should be the deciding thing in all 
matters facing us. When this is the uppermost thought 
in our minds it will not be hard to set standards of con- 
duct, of morals, of manners, and so on. What would 
Jesus have me do is our only sure guide in setting our 
standards. 


But Standards Are Set for Us 

Yes, that is true to a certain degree. It is necessary 
- for our own happiness and for the protection of others 
that this be the case. Confusion and worse would re- 
sult otherwise. Consider the traffic standards placed at 
road intersections in city and country. They were put 
there by others because of necessity. Before you came 
along in your car thousands of others had passed by 
the same intersections. There were no lights before 
you came along and many accidents, some resulting in 
deaths, were common occurrences. So it was decided by 
the authorities to set up traffic standards to prevent 
further accidents and deaths. 

Would you be in favor of removing these standards 
simply because you didn’t have any say in their being 
set up? With these standards isn’t your travel made 
more safe and pleasant? It has been proven by experi- 
ment with two cars leaving together and going through 
a city for twenty miles, one obeying all traffic lights 
and signs, the other speeding along as fast as possible 
and without regard of lights and signs; that the speed- 
ing car covered the distance ahead of the other by only 
two minutes. What does this teach us? 


God Set Up Standards 

Every law for our guidance as Christians was de- 
termined by the Lord. We had nothing to do about 
the matter. Disobeying those laws won’t help us, but 
rather bring harm and shame upon us. We may like 
to change some of God's laws, but have we anything 
better to put in their place? You can’t change the stand- 
ards God has set up; but by obeying them you are able 
to change many false standards others have built up 
around God’s true standards. Such Luther did. Count- 
less others, too. 


Room Today for True Standard Bearers 

The world has room and great need for honest and 
God-loving standard bearers. Right now you are organ- 
izing your scraps of ideas and standards, your wishes 
and hopes and dreams, your aims and objectives of liie, 
your ideas as to what things you will do to gain your 
ends and what things you will not do. Build all these 
pieces into a beautiful whole and you will have a beauti- 
ful life. Herein is there room for you. There’s plenty 
of room at the top of the ladder, why be satisfied to 
remain at the bottom? : 

Many conditions today are needing revision. The 
home isn’t altogether right; the Church is not altogether 
on the right track; the State is run by selfish men in 
many instances; and the world is generally in need of 
men and women of high and unsefish characters. Set 
up the right standards today and tomorrow men wil! 
be guided by them. 

Setting My Standards—How? 


1. By the will and teachings of my Lord. 
2. By the principle of right, confident that truth 


will win out in the long run. 
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3. By seeking every opportunity to do good and 
to be useful to others. ; 

4. By digging deep into the goodness of things and 
cementing your ideals fast to the bed-rock of Christian 
truth. 

5. By not desiring or expecting anything in this 
life other than that honestly earned and deserved. 

6. “Beware of false prophets,’ warned the Master. 
Because they set false standards. Much sifting and 
culling must be done by each of you, if you would find 
the big kernels from among the many false standards 
heaped about you. 


Setting Your Standards—Why? When? 

Why? Because if you don’t, the storms of life will 
blow you away. When? Today. Tomorrow and every 
day until the end of life. Not today one standard and 
tomorrow another; but today and tomorrow the one and 
same standard—The Standard of Truth. 


January 14, 1934 
SELECTING MY FRIENDS 


I Corinthians 5:11-13 


To Leaders: Today’s topic is built around three words, ‘Select- 
ing,” ‘‘My” and ‘Friends.’ Each thought set down on each of 
the three words is possible of discussion. Therefore, after each 
thought is read by a member let open discussion follow. Don’t 
be satisfied with a mere “Yes” or ‘‘No”. Insist on a yholesome 
debate. F 

“Selecting” 


1. One of the commonest excuses made is “It 
wasn’t my fault.” If that be true then we humans do 
not possess the power of choice. Are we the victims of 
circumstances, or have we the power of control over 
our acts? 

2. When all is said and done each one makes his 
own choices. Others may advise, suggest, persuade, 
but the final choice is our own. Do you believe that? 

3. Asa girl, must I bob my hair, paint my lips and 
cheeks or follow this and that whim of the crowd, just 
because others are doing these things. 

4. As a boy, am I the creature or creator of the 
changing habits and moods of those about me? 

5. What is wrong with the practice of trying to 
do what the Joneses dor 

6. As Christian youth we should not hesitate to 
select between that which makes for goodness, great- 
ness, riches, and happiness, and that which leads to 
evil and misery. 

7, As Christian youth we should make unhesitat- 
ing choice of that which is beneficial and harmless in 
preference to that which is pleasant and hurtful. 

8. Is a person desired just because he or she is 
pleasant company? ‘Is it wise to base friendship on 
privilege, or on honor and perpetual esteem? 

9. The time to select is the moment when right 
and principle count for everything, not when pleasure 
is uppermost. 

10. Far too many youth base their selection of 
friends on the pleasures of the moment, rather than on 
the joys of the future. 

“My” 

1. Admitting that you are qualified to choose right- 
ly, who shall be your friends, is it required that you 
consider your parents’ advice? 

2. Youth has a habit of insisting on personal selec- 
tion of their friends, but when their choices get them 
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into trouble they flee to their parents and make them 
bear the shame of their mistakes. If I have the entire 
say in choosing my friends, why shouldn't I be willing 
to stand the consequences alone? 

3. We sing, “Your friends are my friends, and my 
friends are your friends.” But supposing my standards 
in the selection of friends are not as high as your stand- 
ards, is it expected that you and your friends be friends 
of me and my friends? Why not? 

4. I must live with my friends—not my parents, 
is the cry of youth. Is that altogether true? 

5. Jesus prayed, “Not as I will, but as Thou wilt 
Here, as always, Jesus submitted to His Father’s will, 
rather than insisting upon His own way. Isn't it a 
good thing sometimes to be influenced by the will of 
People who insist upon hay- 


y) 


those more wise than we? 
ing their own way are liable to pay dearly. 


“Friends” 

1. Friendship should be a sacred union between 
one another, not a passing whim or convenience. 

2. What difference is there between friendliness 
and friendship? 

3. Does a person actually have many true friends? 

4. Can we be friendly to all people without being 
their friends? 

5. Is a friendship based on popularity, money, so- 
cial considerations or political favor a lasting friend- 
ship in the long run? Why not? 

6. There are few situations in life where you may 
not have some power of choosing your friends; and re- 
member that goodness and righteousness are contagious, 
like the infectious power of physical disease. 

7. Companionship with the strong never fails to 
have a most valuable influence on the formation of 
character—increasing your powers, elevating your aims 
and making it possible for you to measure the goodness/ 
in others. 

8. You can’t afford to have both good friends and 
bad friends, for the latter, if it doesn’t pull you down 
altogether, will taint the former. 

9. The best company is that which is the most in- 
spirational, helpful and entertaining. If you can neither 
receive nor bestow benefit, leave that company at once. 

10. Jesus chose His friends, then made them to 
conform to His pattern. He didn’t stoop to their weak- 
nesses. When you must compromise with right to keep 
a friend, you are in danger of losing yourself. Pull 
others up to a higher level of friendship, but don’t let 
yourself be pulled down to a lower one. 


January 21, 1934 
CHOOSING MY BOOK COMPANIONS 
Luke 4:16-20 
Book Review: “Adventures In the Air” 
by Archer Wallace 

Foreword: You have doubtless heard Baron Mun- 
chausen on the radio tell of his imaginary exploits in 
the air. Today we are to learn something about real 
pilots in real exploits in the air in balloons, gliders and 
airplanes. Archer Wallace, noted Canadian writer of 
teen-age books, is the author of “Adventures In the 
Air.” It is one of four books in the 1934 Reading 
Course for Intermediates, and we take from it this brief 
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review, with the hope that interest will be aroused and 
result in the purchase of the course. 


The First Important Balloon Ascents—Chapter ibs 
About 150 years ago two brothers, named Montgolfer, 
living in France, experimented with paper and cloth 
balloons filled with gas and were greatly delighted when 
they got a balloon to ascend and travel 15 miles before 
alighting. Fifty thousand people witnessed the experi 
ment and saw a cock, a duck and a sheep take off as 
co-pilots. 

The First Balloon to Carry a Person—Chapter II. 
Only convicts may try ballooning, vowed the King 
of France, but that didn’t stop two gallant young sub- 
jects of the King, Frances des Roziers and the Marquis 
d’Arlandes, from being the first men to ascend in a 
balloon. -The first trials were “captive ascents,’ that 
is, heavy ropes prevented the balloon from getting free. 
Then on November 21, 1783, a vast crowd assembled to 
see their two countrymen “go up.” The feature of this 
chapter is a vivid account of man’s first air voyage, taken 
from a letter written by the Marquis to a friend. 

The First Aerial Traveller In Britain—Chapter II1. 
Mr. J. Tyler, editor of the second edition of the Ency- 
clopedia Britannica, was the first man to rise from Brit- 
ish soil. The second ascendant was an Italian, Vincent 
Lunardi, who took along a dog, a cat, a pigeon, and a 
pair of oars. While in flight the pigeon escaped and 
flew home. Then Lunardi dropped an oar and a young 
lady, mistaking it for the balloonist, swooned at the 
sight and the shock so affected her that she died a few 
days later. This chapter also tells of a man on trial 
for his life, but the judge and jury upon seeing Lun- 
ardi’s balloon, were so impressed by the spectacle, that 
they returned the verdict “not guilty.” 

The First Flier to Cross the English Channel— 
Chapter IV. A native of Normandy, Jean Blanchard, 
and an American named Jeffries, accomplished this feat 
in a balloon on October 16, 1784. You’ve got to read 
Mr. Wallace’s account of it to get the many thrills 
these two men experienced. You want to see the funny 
looking balloon, with parachute and row boat attached, 
used by Blanchard and Jeffries, appearing in the book. 


The First Flight In a Heavier-Than-Air Machine— 
Chapter V. So far all the fun was being had by 
Europeans “up in the air,’ but for our next study we 
are to learn about the great experiments with gliders 
and gasoline-powered planes by two American brothers 
—Wilbur and Orville Wright, of Dayton, Ohio. Their 
father, a sky pilot of the church, started them fooling 
with handmade “contraptions” as a result of bringing 
home to them one day a toy helicopter. This was in 
1878 when Wilbur and Orville were yet small boys. But 
it was the idea conceived of in playing with the toy that 
in October of 1900 took the then young men to Kitty 
Hawk, Ohio, to try out a glider they had made. It 
flew only short distances, but it flew; and that en- 
couraged them. The next year they tried again, but 
met with less encouraging results, so that Wilbur de- 
clared, ‘“Man will never fly in a thousand years.” But 
again the next year they tried, and the next, when in 
1905 the brothers installed an engine in their glider and 
made it “do turns and even a circle,” until finally one 
of them flew a distance of 15 miles. The air was. fast 
being conquered by man, and in less than 1000 years. 
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The First Aviator to Cross the English Channel— 
Chapter VI. While the Wright brothers were experi- 
menting with gliders and planes the daring youth of 
Europe were not idle. A prize of $5000 to the first 
aviator to cross the channel added zest to their con- 
quests. A Frenchman, Louis Bleriot, took the offer 
seriously and after expending over one hundred thou- 
sand dollars on planes, figuring in over 50 accidents, and 
suffering severe leg burns in a gasoline explosion, was 
ready on July 25, 1909, to make the attempt. At 4:35 
Bleriot was in the air and it took him just thirty-seven 
minutes to fly across to England. 


An Exciting Race With a Thrilling Finish—Chapter 
VII. The $5000 won, the London Daily Mail offered a 
prize of $50,000 to the first person who would fly from 
London to Manchester—a distance of 183 miles—in 24 
hours. Four years elapsed before any serious attempt 
was made to gain the prize. An Englishman, Grahame- 
White, a student of Louis Bleriot, announced his in- 
tention to try for the prize. A Frenchman, Louis Paul- 
han, was also ready. A race ensued. The news of the 
duel spread all over Europe and to the United States. 
Paulhan was first to take off; followed by Grahame- 
White, 13 hours later. A gale, night flying, guided by 
the lights of an automobile, narrow escapes, dangerous 
landings, friendly rivalry—the Frenchman wins. Read 
all about it when you get the book. 


A Daring Attempt to Fly Over the Atlantic—Chap- 
ter VIII. Another $50,000 prize from the London Daily 
Mail and another chapter added to the fast-making his- 
tory of aviation. This time the prize was for the first 
person to cross the Atlantic Ocean, a somewhat more 
hazardous venture than any attempted before. But there 
are those among youth who will try anything. An 
Englishman and an American as co-pilots made the 
attempt, taking off at New Foundland. They did not 
succeed, being forced to alight in the ocean in sight of 
a steamer and were saved. You'll enjoy the ride with 
these two young men. 


Thus we have touched on only eight of the fifteen 
chapters in “Adventures In the Air,’ and we haven't 
said a word about our own great American aviator, 
“Lindy.” And nothing about Admiral Byrd, another 
great air hero. Space will not permit of further review 
of the book. 

Two things you should do. First, use Quarterly 
Helps for additional material on topic. Second, get 
Archer Wallace’s book and each member read it. 


January 28, 1934 
A DAY WITH A DEACONESS 
Romans 16:1, 2 

The writer has been privileged in many contacts to 
observe and benefit from the ministrations of the deacon- 
esses of our Lutheran Church here in America. With 
help from on high he will try to visualize for you his 
experiences. 

In His Home Church 

One must be a member of a church that enjoys the 
services of a deaconess to appreciate her services. Such 
was our privilege from youth up. Her duties on Sun- 
days were noticed in particular. Teacher of a class of 
children in the Sunday School; at the entrance to the 
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sanctuary to warmly and vigorously grip each mem- 
ber’s hand as they entered, to welcome the strangers, 
and to smile on the children; on hand to administer aid 
to any who might become ill during the service; at the 
door again at the close of the service to enquire con- 
cerning the sick, to remind this person and that person 
of a meeting to be held during the week, to ask strangers 
if they were helped in worship and to invite them to 
return; and to do, oh, so many things. A brief con- 
ference with the pastor usually ended the morning’s 
work. In the afternoon she visited among the sick and 
aged. The evening she devoted to the Luther League 
and at Vespers repeated the duties of the morning. A 
day’s work well done! 

Her week was far too short to do the many things 
her heart and hands wanted to do. Into every activity 
she threw herself without stint and without weariness 
of body and spirit, it seemed. A week’s work well done! 


In the Lankenau Hospital 

In the midst of seminary days an operation was 
necessary and we arranged to go to the Lankenau Hos- 
pital, in Philadelphia. You've got to see this great in- 
stitution to appreciate the fine work the deaconesses do 
in the care of the sick. As a part of the hospital there 
are two other institutions; one the Mary Drexel Home 
for children, and the other the home of the deaconesses. 
The entire plant is under the supervision and tender 
nursing and able teaching of the deaconesses. Christ 
dwells in their hearts and His spirit pervades the whole 
atmosphere. 

Within the past six months a “shake-up” in the 
surgical staff was ordered by the board of directors. An 
eminent surgeon, who, by the way, operated on me this 
past February, was unanimously elected chief of staff, 
with authority to select his assistants. This man is a 
member of the Catholic Church and had been for years 
connected with another large hospital in Philadelphia, 
After a few months in the Lankenau Hospital he had 
plenty of time to observe the work and catch the spirit 
of the consecrated deaconesses in charge. So impressed 
was he that he made public statement to the effect, 
“That there was such a pronounced Christian atmos- 
phere about the hospital as never before experienced by 
him in any other institution, and that it was due to the 
high type of Christian womanhood among the deacon- 
And such testimonial applies to all 
And our Church is proud of them. 


esses in charge.” 
our deaconesses. 


In the Deaconess Motherhouse 

Our next contact with the deaconess work was at 
the Baltimore Motherhouse, where young women are 
trained for the diaconate and others given a year or two 
instruction for parish workers and “better preachers’ 
wives.” Our going there was for the purpose of visit- 
ing “our better preacher’s wife-to-be.” Naturally, many 
occasions were found to visit Baltimore that year. We 
met the fine corps of teachers. We visited with a blind 
deaconess, who had received her training in Germany. 
All through our “chats together” she would busy her- 
self in knitting wool garments for children and the aged, 
which other sisters would distribute as need arose. We 
sat in classes and once spoke to a class group. When 
we said farewell in the spring of 1917 to be married and 
wait for orders from the Board of Foreign Missions to 
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sail for India as missionaries, the Motherhouse lost 
some rice, but we took with us a deep and abiding love 
for the sisters. 


At Tabitha Home In Kansas 

The British Government thwarted our hopes and 
plans to go to India, so the writer went into the army 
as chaplain. In October, 1919, he was discharged. In 
March, 1920, we were in Kansas in charge of a pastor- 
ate. Tabitha Home, in Lincoln, Neb., was only 120 
miles away. We visited there frequently. We again 
observed the devotion of God-inspired womanhood in 
the care of little children and old folks. What a dif- 
ference there is in an institution of this kind having 
women in charge whose motto is: “Your servants for 
Jesus’ sake!” We went all over this institution—from 
the pantry, which we helped to fill with a Model T Ford 
filled with gifts from our two congregations; to the 
broom shop without windows where two blind men 
worked. We visited with aged and children, addressing 
them several times. 


At Cape May Point 

The Deaconess Home in Philadelphia maintains a 
summer home at the seashore in Cape May Point, N. J., 
for its deaconesses. We enjoyed several visits in this 
home, having gone to the point to supply the pulpit of 
the Lutheran church there. Here we got an enlarged 
share of the jovial side of our deaconesses, as we. sat 
with them around the dinner table. You know, some 
folks imagine the deaconesses of our Church to bea 
gloomy, dignified group of women. That’s all a mis- 
take. We've never met as jolly, as happy, as refreshing 
a group of women anywhere as our sisters. They 
wouldn't last long as deaconesses if they were other- 
wise. Their work with children and aged and sick and 
cross church members (some church folk are that way) 
demand a spriteness of spirit, otherwise they would 
find their job an unhappy one. 


Furthermore, they get that way from keeping close 
company with their Lord. Christianity isn’t a- sour 
apple affair. One of the sisters at the shore home and 
the writer talked stamps and Graf Zeppelin covers for 
an hour. It was rumored that a sister put on a pair of 
men’s trousers and played baseball with a group of 
women against a group of men at a summer school this 
year. The writer knows of another sister that goes to 
the movies with her Intermediate Luther League. Yes, 
gossip carries a long way; but what’s wrong with such 
activities by our sisters? Nothing is wrong. They 
laugh, they play, and they sing “Old MacDonald Had 
a Farm’—and why shouldn’t they? God bless them 
ORR ihe 

Around the Field 

The writer’s secretarial jaunts these past eight 
years has brought him in touch with dozens of our 
sisters. One day he was surprised in meeting Sister 
ee in the Lowman Home for the Aged in 
White Rock, S. C. The last time the two of us had met 
was at the Tabitha Home, Lincoln, Neb. And Sister 

was the same person, doing the same fine 
work for the Lord. Among the most active and able 
superintendents of Intermediate Luther Leagues are 
deaconesses. They show the results of the training 
they receive at our training centers. 
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With You and For You 

As Secretary and Intermediates we have met to- 
gether from time to time—in rallies, in conventions, in 
summer schools and in person. Our prayer for all of 
you is that you may sense and fulfill God’s plan for 
your life by the aid of the Holy Spirit; and that some 
of you may someday be preachers and deaconesses of 
His—in turn being instruments in His power in the 


work of Christian service. 
Helps: Write to Lutheran Deaconess Motherhouse, 2500 West 


North Avenue, Baltimore, Md., for copies of these. pamphlets : 
“Mary’s Choice,” ‘‘A Deaconess Catechism,” and A Problem 
Solved.” In ordering same enclose a self-addressed return envelope. 


| JUNIOR TOPICS 


Note for the Superintendent: The 1934 Junior topics will take 
the Juniors Adventuring For Christ. We trust that during the 
year they may find many opportunities to adventure for Christ. & 

For January our theme will be “Adventures In Life’s Choices.’ 
The Juniors will think about the choices they may make in their 
ideals, their friends, and their play. an as 

These topics again bring to us the building of Christian char- 
acter. The Junior Topics Booklets, “Juniors Building Christian 
Character” and ‘Good Junior Leaguers’ (5 cents each), will give 
much material which can be incorporated into the program for 
the meetings. : ; ’ 

We will throughout the year refer to the Junior Topics Booklets 
and other Junior leaflets which form the “Junior Luther League 
Handbook.’”” If you do not already have this, send for a complete 
set of our leaflets, for $1, and get a looseleaf binder and preserve 
them. You will use them repeatedly. Every worker should have 
this Junior Handbook. : 

The new Junior Program Packet for the first half of the year 
is now ready. The price is 40 cents. It contains: 

Junior Topics Booklets: ‘Trip to the Holy Land” (February) ; 
‘Worship’? (March); ‘Easter’? (April); and ‘Life Service’ (May). 
(All the material for the January and June topics will be printed 
in the Review.) 

Daily Bible Readings—‘‘Pictures and Promises of the Coming 
One.” ; 


January 7, 1934 


SETTING MY STANDARDS 
Luke 6:46-49 


Aim: To show the Juniors that it is worth while to have high 
ideals and goals for one’s life; to help them set principles for their 
conduct; and to assist them in living up to them. ; 


Worship: See the Junior Topics Booklet, “Wor- 
ship” for hints in conducting an informal worship 
period. Gather about the piano and today introduce 


the study by this informal program: 


Hymn: “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus.” 

Picture: “Sir Galahad’? (have a Junior prepared to study this 
beforehand and explain). 

Scripture: Psalm 1—the picture of a Christian. 

Story: Story of one of the Knights of the Round Table (ap- 
point one of the Juniors to be prepared to tell story). 

Or have poem “The Vision of Sir Launfal’? told in own yords 
by a Junior. (The superintendent might help this Junior by going 
over with him the high points of the poem and the thoughts to be 
emphasized—that high ideals and aims measure our lives.) 

Prayer: That the Juniors may have high ideals. 


Study Period: Scripture—Luke 6:46-49—“The House 
on the Rock and the Sand.” 

Hymn: “My Faith Is Built On Nothing Else” (ex- 
plain this to Juniors). 

Memorization: Have Juniors tell in own words the 
Scripture story and repeat the phrases of same as given 
in Matthew 8:24-27, (The “swing” of these verses and 
the repetition—‘“and the rain descended. and the floods 
came, and the winds blew, and beat upon that house”— 
will mak=> it very easy for the Juniors to learn.) 

Story (to be told by a Junior): 

A man one cold, wintry day started on a journey 
to visit a friend. He had to ride all day on the train 
and then walk four miles through the country. 

It was bright and clear when he left the city, but 
he had only been on the way a short time when it began 
to snow very heavily, and by evening when he reached 
the little country station he could scarcely see any roads. 
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Asking the man about the station what way to take 
to his friend Jones’ house, he was told, “Go straight 
ahead until you come to the crossroads. Then take 
the road to the right. It’s a little road, so be sure to 
watch for it.” 

So he started. The snow fell heavier, and the wind 
blew harder and harder, until the man could hardly see 
in the growing darkness where he was walking and just 
where the road was. Twice he found himself in the 
fields and had to fight his way back. 

He watched for a crossroad but could scarcely see 
anything. Finally he came to a place where the road 
he had been travelling continued, but the snow had been 
blown off by the wind and it looked like a much easier 
way to go. Branching off from this was a tiny little 
road, indeed it looked scarcely wide enough for a path 
it was so narrow; and the wind had blown the snow 
through it so quickly that it had piled up and here it 
was much deeper than at any other place. It would be 
hard to get down that path. 

Which road should he take? The big road looked 
so much easier to the tired, weary, cold traveller. He 
was almost exhausted. But the man had said, “The 
road to the right—a little road.” So surely the little 
road must be the right one. 

He had to make the choice. 
to take the easiest road. But the little path was the 
right one he felt sure. So he took it. After he had 
struggled along for about five minutes he looked up 
and saw a sign post. It was covered with snow. He 
had to brush away the snow with a branch of a tree. 
And then he found the welcome words, ‘Jones’ Cross- 
ing.’ He was on the right way and in a few minutes 
was safely within the warm shelter of his friend’s home. 

And he learned that the other road, broad and wide 
as it was, led nowhere—the nearest farmhouse was ten 
miles on, and the village a good twenty miles, and he 
would surely have perished had he started down that 
road. What Bible verses remind us of this story? 
(Have Junior read Matthew 7:13, 14.) 


Conversation: Why do we make New Year's reso- 
lutions? What is a standard? Is it important to have 
standards? What kind of standards can boys and girls 
set? What are low standards? High goals? What 
are some of the goals we can have for our conduct 
every day? For our home tasks? Our life work? Our 
reading? Our companions? Our daily talking with 
God? Our way of living? Our faith in God? What 
principles decide how we make decisions? 

Thoughts: We all know the difference between 
right and wrong. We have studied about conscience 
and how it tells us to do right. We are taught at home 
the right things to do. At Bible School we learn the 
way of Christian life—we are taught it is right to pray, 
to attend church, to read our Bible daily, to strive to 
live in fellowship with God, and to live as His children. 

All these things should help us set up a fixed rule 
or standard by which we try to live. A person without 


He wanted so much 


any guide never knows what to do. If we select a high 


standard and let it guide all our conduct and every de- 
cision, we will be able to better live as God’s children, 
We are talking about codes a great deal in these days, 
and we should have a code or set of rules for our lives, 
which will help us live as God would have us live. 
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Jesus gave us a “code” or a standard for every bit 
of our life and conduct when He said, “Be ye there- 
fore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is 
perfect.” He also gave us a rule for our lives when He 
said, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy strength, 
and with all thy mind; and thy neighbor as thyself.” 
(UL gtikees MOE27/)) 


How can we make this a code for our life? 


~cme Standards Boys and Girls Ought to Set Up 
and Live By 

Play squarely always. 

Stand up for the right. 

Be honest in all things. 

Always speak the truth. 

Help those older or weaker. 

Do one’s share at home. 

Be honest and industrious in school. 

Do all tasks conscientiously. 

To do to others as you would like to have them da 
to you. 

To do one’s best—and nothing less than the best— 
under every circumstance. 

To stand for the truth always. 

To share with others, making a rule not to keep 
more for oneself than one needs. 

To stand for the truth always. 

To help the oppressed. 

To speak and witness for Christ whenever possible. 

To work for the Church in every way possible. 

To help the spread of the Gospel message. 


Standards of Some Great Men 
Livingstone—‘Anywhere provided it be forward.” 
Paul (I Corinthians 2:2)—“For I determined not to 

know any thing among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him 
crucified.” 

Lincoln—‘With firmness in the right, as God gives 
us to see the right.” 

Martin Luther—‘Unless I am convinced by the 
Word of God, I will not recant.” 

Stories: Moses (his goal was to lead his people out 
of oppression). 

Daniel and his friends (set up standards of being 
loyal and true to their God—refused meat and wine of 
king’s table—refused to give up praying daily). 

Stories from a book of stories on the Knights of 
the Round Table (get a book from library). Have Jun- 
iors discover what the standard was of each knight 


whose story is told. 


Expression: Have each Junior write out a standard or guide 
of conduct for their life which they will strive to follow. Discuss 
these with the Juniors until they discover some vital principles 
which should guide them and then have them adopt same. 


January 14, 1934 


CHOOSING MY FRIENDS 
Proverbs 18:24 


Aim: To teach the Juniors the value of friendship; to show 
them the need of choosing the right kind of friends; and to help 
them in their choice of friends. 


Worship: See Junior Topics Booklet, “Worship.” 
Study Period. 


Conversation: Do you have friends? Can you im- 
agine how unpleasant and lonely it would be without 


friends? What is a friend? How do you choose your 
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friends? What effect do good or bad friends have on 
What are some of the things you look for im 


you? 
To have friends what 


one you choose for your friend? 
must one be? 

Blackboard Work: List on the blackboard as the 
Juniors name them, in two columns, labelled “Good 
Friends”. and “Bad Friends” the traits of people and 
decide what makes a good friend and what a bad one. 

Thoughts: (1) Friends do not “just happen.” Jesus 
chose His friends. (Have story of calling of the disciples 
told.) ‘ Se, we choose our friends. 

Jegys needed friends to help Him in His work. We 
need not pick our friends to do something for-us only, 
but for friendship’s sake. The world is a much happier 
place in which to live when we have many friends with 
whom we can share our joys and our troubles, friends 
whom we like and who care for us, folks for whom we 
do and who are willing to help us. If we make friend- 
ship a partnership, our friendships will be happy ones. 

(2) It is very important who we select as our 
friends. Many people have, been led into wrong and 
evil because they selected as a friend one who did 
wrong. Often a person’s whole life is spoiled because 
he began going about with a crowd of evil companions. 
We must make honesty, fairness, goodness, truthful- 
ness, right doing, the things for which we look when 
we select a friend. 


(Note: If some handwork is desired, get a set of ‘Character 
Posters’—35 cents from United Lutheran Publication House, 1228 
Spruce Street, Philadelphia, Pa.—and have the Juniors color the 
ecards on Honesty, Courtesy, Thrift, Truthfulness, etc. Mount these 
on a large card and have neatly printed in large letters on the card: 
“What I Look For In Choosing My Friends.’’) 


(3) Christian boys and girls will want to have 
Christian Therefore their friends should be 
among those who go to church with them. How fine 
a friendship can be when the friends we have are those 
who are working with us for our Heavenly Father. If 
our best friends are the boys and girls who are members 
with us of the Junior League we can work together 
with them in many ways to help others and our friend- 
ship will be even more worth while. 

(4) We should choose some of our friends from 
among our companions at school. Those boys and 
girls who have the qualities that we think are right, 
whom we can invite into our homes and share our 
pleasures and joys there, we should select as our friends 

Then, too, we should seek out the strange boys and 
girls who come new to our school and neighborhood and 
try to make friends of them. They need our friendship 
and the joy we can bring them by being friendly will 
help us both. 

(5) In choosing our friends there should be some 
older people also whom we call our friends. We should 
make friends with those people of whom we think a 
great deal. It may be a teacher, it may be some young 
person we know, it may be an uncle or aunt. If a 
Junior has a friend like this to whom he can talk over 
things, to whom he can look up, who serves him as an 
example, it will be a great help to him in building his 
own life in the right way. 

(6) Mother and father should be our friends also. 
Happy is the home where the boys and girls can go 
and tell mother or father everything, where they do not 
think only of their parents as someone to tell them not 
to do things, but as friends who love them as no one 


friends. 
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else in the world loves them, who understand their prob- 
lems, and who will be always ready and willing to help. 
Look upon father and mother as your best earthly 
friends and they will be more than friends to you. 

(7) In choosing your friends do not forget to 
make the choice of Jesus as the truest and best Friend. 
There is no more important choice than this. Jesus, the 
Friend of children, who leads us to our Heavenly 
Father, should be our personal Friend. If we take Him 
as our Friend, go with Him every day, follow His teach- 
ings, then indeed friendship will be a blessed thing in 
our lives. 

Expression: Let the Juniors suggest ways in which they can 
be friends—plan to have each Junior choose a pal or friend who 


needs friendship with whom he can exchange letters during the 
year (an orphan home nearby or some institut.on might be selected). 


January Zi, 1934 
CHOOSING MY PLAY 
Philippians 4:8 


(Note: A great deal of material for this topic will be found 
in the Junior Topics Booklet, ‘‘The Junior and Recreation’’— 
five cents.) 


Conversation: What do you do in your spare time? 
How will we choose our play? How shall we get the 
most benefit from our play? 

Our Bible verse gives usa good standard by which 
to check up on our play (read Philippians 4:8). “What- 
soever things are true,’ “honest,” “just,” “pure,” “love- 
ly,” “of good repute’—does all your play measure up? 

Thoughts: Play time is very important. We are 
there learning principles that will go with us all through 
our lives. We should make the most of our play time 
for it helps us build Christian character, and aids us 
to grow up into better men and women. 

Do you play square on the playground? Are you 
making the most of your play time, or do you just 
waste it? Do you help others to have a good time 
playing? How do you make use of your spare time? 
Answer these questions and you will find how import- 
ant play is. 

How do you choose your play? Do you choose the 
kind that will give you pleasure just for the moment and 
then is gone, or do you prefer spending your spare time 
in something which will help you and teach you? 

Play, first of all, must be with the right kind of 
friends. We learned last week about choosing the right 
kind of friends. In our play especially this is important. 
Too often, Juniors play with boys and girls older than 
themselves, who lead them into going places and doing 
things they should not. 

Play should help us. Choose games and things to 
do that will not just amuse you, but teach you at the 
same time. A group of bovs spent a summer in the 
mountains. Half of them spent their time in digging 
caves. The other half learned about some Indians who 
had lived in these mountains, heard stories about them, 
and built a series of houses, such as those in which the 
Indians had lived. Both were playing—but the one set 
of boys had a much better time. 

Choose play outdoors. Sports, games, contests out- 
doors with other Juniors will not only be healthy, happy 
play, but you will learn fellowship and good will, as 
well as have a chance to play fair and learn the rules 
of the game. An hour of outdoor play is worth far 
more than an evening at a movie. 
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Choose play that will teach you to share. Plan in 
Junior League to arrange a Valentine Social and invite 
a group of boys and girls from outside to share with 
your. Or have a party for the Little Leaguers. Or an 
African Party, after you have studied “In An African 
Bush,” will be more fun if you can invite a group of 
colored children to enjoy it with you. 

Choose play that will teach you something. <A 
hobby is a fine thing. Start one—stamps, nature study, 
pictures, all sorts of interesting things may be saved 
‘and studied. 

(See “A Junior and His Hobbies” in “The Junior 
and Recreation.’’) 

Play the games the children of other lands like. 
You will find in many ways the boys and girls of other 
countries are just like you and like about the same kind 
of games. Get the book “Children At Play In Many 
Lands” and play some of the games given there. Ar- 
range a series of play hours in Junior League—an 
Alaskan Play Hour, a Japanese Play Hour, an African 
Play Hour, etc., when you play the games of the dif- 
ferent countries. 

(See “Children At Play In Many Lands” .in “The 
Junior and Recreation.’’) 

Spend some of your play time with books. Have 
you read the Junior Reading Course? Read all the 
books you can. Make a list of the books you hear about 
for boys and girls, with a few words about each. You 
will be surprised how much pleasure you will have 
in doing so. 

Dramatizing is play also. Plan to act out Bible 
and missionary stories, arrange the costumes, and use 
these in your Junior League programs. You can spend 
a great many pleasant hours in preparing these. 

Choose your play, choose the right sort of play 
companions, and you will be happy in your play time. 


January 28, 1934 
WHAT DIFFERENCE DOES IT MAKE? 


Materials: May be ordered from Women’s Missionary Society, 
723 Muhlenberg Building, Philadelphia, Pa. 


“What Difference Does It Make?”—A unit on Africa by Emily 
J. Werner. Price, 25 cents. Other helps suggested in booklet. 


(Note: Since it is not practicable to use all the material sug- 
gested in the course, the three sessions devoted to answering the 
topic question must be condensed by choosing from pages 26-34. 
The following choices are suggested; the leader may prefer others.) 


Session IV 
How Do Missionaries Make a Difference? 

Reference: Pages 26-34 of booklet. 

Pre-Session Period: Looking at pictures which em- 
phasize three forms of missionary service—preaching, 
healing, teaching. 

Work and Study Period: Page 28. Beginning with 
“How do we know that Jesus cared for people’s bodies?” 
but including in the conversation also His care for 
people’s souls and minds. Use story “Mabusha’s Gift” 
found on page 29. 

_ Worship Period: 
Call to Worship: Psalm 100 repeated by all 
Hymn: “Tell Me the Stories of Jesus” 
Bible Reading: Matthew 22:35-40 
Hymn: “The World Children For Jesus” 
Dedication of Bandages—See page 29 

Closing Prayer (by leader): Thanking God for what 
He is doing through missionaries everywhere; asking 
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Him to bless them and draw many to hear the good 
news of Jesus’ love. 

After Program Activities: Work on frieze. 
map. Worship books. 


(Prepared under the direction of the Light Brigade 
Women’s Missionary Society) 


Picture 


Department, 


LITTLE LEAGUERS TOPICS 
General Theme: Learning to Live As God’s Children 
(Prepared by Miss Ruth I. Simon) 


JANUARY 
Learning to Know and Help God’s Children In Africa 
Leader’s Aim: To create a bond of friendship between the chil- 
dren we teach and the boys and girls of Africa, and to instill a 
desire to share Jesus with the children of Africa. 


January 7—Kembo: A Little Girl of Africa 


Tell the children that you are all going to take a trip by air- 
plane to a far away country called Africa. Find your home on 
globe or large map of the world, start toy plane there, and with it 
travel slowly to Africa. As you travel talk of the countries and 
oceans over which you pass, in this way making the children realize 
that it is a long journey. When you reach Africa bring your plane 
down, play that, you are getting out, and beginning to meet the 
strange people who live there, 

“Kembo: A Little Girl of Africa.’’ Tell story and show pic- 
tures. Get acquainted with Kembo and her family. Pages 4 to 26. 

Handwork: Begin construction of African village. This may 
be ordered from United Lutheran Publication House, 1228 Spruce 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa.—price, 50 cents. If this cannot be pur- 
chased the children. will enjoy making a scrapbook with bright 
colored magazine pictures, mounted on paper muslin. This may 
later be sent to our African mission. 

Before leaving form a circle and have a prayer for Kembo 
and the boys and girls of Africa. 


January 14—Mantu 

Again take trip by airplane, asking one of the children to act 
as pilot. Ask another child to tell you about meeting Kembo. Dis- 
cuss with children the hot country of Africa, the kind of house in 
which Kembo lived, how she looked, etc. 

Today we are going to meet Kembo’s big brother. 
A Little Girl of Africa. Pages 26-34. 

Continue construction of African village or work on scrapbook. 

Prayer circle again asking for God’s blessing on the boys and 
girls of Africa, making special mention of the Christian schools. 


“Kembo: 


January 21—Gifts 


Repeat airplane trip to Africa with another child as pilot. 

Ask one of the Little Leaguers to tell you why they are es- 
pecially eager to get back to Mantu’s school. (The big box is to 
be unpacked, and all want to see what it contains.) Use ‘‘Kembo: 
A Little Girl of Africa.” Pages 36 to 49. 

Talk with the children about the Christian schools in Africa. 
Show them that the gifts of money which their parents and they 
make toward missions make these schools possible. Show pictures 
of our African schools, and other pictures from our African mis- 
sion. These may be obtained from copies of ‘““Lutheran Woman’s 
Work,” “The Foreign Missionary” and ‘‘Lutheran Boys and Girls.” 
Help the children to realize that through our missions they are 
teaching boys like Mantu and girls like Kembo about Jesus. 

Prayer circle for our mission and all missions in Africa. 

Continue work on African village or on scrapbook. 


January 28—Kembo Says “Thank You” 


Repeat trip to Africa by airplane. 

Ask one of the children to tell you about the wonderful box 
that came to Mantu’s school. Who sent it? What was in it? 
What was Kembo’s gift? What did Mantu receive? 

Discuss with children what we do when some one gives us a 
gift. Of course, we want to say “I thank you.” Kembo, too, 
wanted to thank Joan for her beads. lLet’s see how she did it. 
Complete the book, ‘““Kembo: A Little Girl of Africa.” Review 


pictures in book and those of our mission asking different children 
to tell you about them. 

Prayer circle for African children. 

Complete African handwork. 


When You Visit the City of Brotherly Love 
MESSIAH LUTHERAN “‘The Friendly Church’’ 
Sixteenth and Jefferson Sts. 

In the Heart of Philadelphia 


INVITES YOU TO ALL SERVICES 
10 A. M. ‘‘Sunday School of the Hour” 
Harvey C. Miller, Superintendent 
7:45 P. M. Every Thursday Night 
Philadelphia’s Largest Prayer Meeting 
Dr. Ross Stover Preaches Every Sunday 

dt Ate Mineand7i3 Ont 
Come Early! Always Crowded! 
Listen in over WLIT, Lit Bros., Phila. 
Dr. Stover broadcasts ‘“‘Musical Ser- 
mons” every alternating Wednesday, at 
12:15 o’clock noon 
He Also Broadcasts from Messiah Lutheran Church 


Every Alternating Sunday at 10:30 A. M. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


ALL-WOOL PENNANTS 


12x30 inches. Emblem is in full colors of felt—per- 
fect in every detail. White felt letters. 


POSTPAID, $2.50 


(Word “Intermediate” or “Junior” above “Luther 
League” can be supplied at $1.50 additional. ) 


Page Thirty-two 


Luther League Arm Bands 


In each of the five League Colors—All wool felt. The Em- 
blem is 4 inches in diameter and is sewed in full colors, making a 
very attractive arm-band. Elastic band holds arm-band tightly 


it Price, $1.25 each, Postpaid | Ry 8) | 


Emblem Only, as described above—$1.00 each iS —— 


ALL-WOOL FELT BERETS 


Price, $1.75 each, Postpaid 


This Beret is not cheap quality. Itis avery good grade of all wool felt and has the four-inch Luther 
League Emblem, made of full colors in felt as described above, sewed on top. 


CAMBRIC 


BERETS 


In Green, Red or Blue, with 
Luther League design painted on 
top in gold color. 

25 CENTS EACH 
$2.50 PER DOZEN 
(Both prices postpaid) 


Write for special price in large 
quantities. 


REMITTANCE MUST ACCOMPANY ORDER. PROMPT SERVICE ASSURED. 


THE LUTHER PRESS 


Everything in Luther League Supplies 
429-437 HERR STREET HARRISBURG, PENNA 


Carthage College 


A College Fit for You 

A high-grade liberal arts College—Co-educational. 

Courses recognized and required as preparatory to Law, 
Medicine, Teaching and Theology. 

Fully accredited by the North Central Association, the 
Association of American Universities, the State Departments 
of Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa, Indiana, etc. 

New Departments of Agriculture and Journalism. 

College Band and a Capella Choir. 

_ Has trained noted physicians, lawyers, ministers, mis- 
sionaries, authors, teachers. 

Very moderate in all expenses. 

Christian in atmosphere, motive and purpose. 

For information’ and free catalogue and pictorial booklet, 


address 
PRESIDENT JACOB DIEHL, D.D. 
Carthage College, Carthage, Ill. 


TO INSURE THE FUTURE 
OF THE SENIOR LEAGUE 


ORGANIZE 
JUNIOR 


9to12 years 


INTERMEDIATE 


12 to 16 years 


LUTHER LEAGUES 


For Complete Information, Write to 


THE LUTHER LEAGUE OF AMERICA 


Muhlenberg Building, 1228-1234 Spruce St., Philadelphia, Penna. 


Those Spending Sunday In Philadelphia Are 
Cordially Invited to Attend 


Church of The Holy Communion 


Chestnut and Twenty-first Streets 
REV. J. H. HARMS, D.D., Pastor 


Chief Service - 11 A. M. 
Vespers - - - 8 P. M. 
Bible School - if A M. 


Within Walking 
Distance of Hotels 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 
Oldest Lutheran College in America 
bi College possesses an able Faculty made up of 
Sey retin men whe are vitally concerned with the 


pbuilding of character as the fundamental thing 
in modern education. 


Located in the midst of the world 
famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., President 


THE BALTIMORE MOTHERHOUSE 


Trains Young Women for the 


DEACONESS CALLING 
AND OFFERS COURSES FOR 
GENERAL CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


One Year 


Address: 2500-2600 W. North Ave. 


Two Year 


Baltimore, Md. 


Muhlenberg College 


A standard college of the highest grade enrolled with 
the Association of American Universities. A strong, scholarly 
faculty. Outstanding courses in the Bible. Superior classical, 
scientific and philosophical courses. New equipment. New 
science building and library. The College with a representa- 
tive Lutheran chapel. 

An academic department of the highest grade admitting 
to all institutions. 


Send for catalogue and write for information to 
Oscar F. Bernheim - 2 Sapo baie ee tee 


John A.” W.- Haas, D.D;;-LL-D.. = {=~ = = 


Registrar 
President 


Roanoke College 


FOUNDED 1853 
| SALEM, VIRGINIA 


A LUTHERAN COLLEGE FOR MEN 
FULLY ACCREDITED 


B.A. and B.S. Pre-Professional Courses 


Superior Standards 


Degrees 


Unusual Cosmopolitanism 


Mountainous Location In Historic Virginia 


Attractive Illustrated Booklet Sent Upon Request 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


NEWBERRY, S. C. 


“A Good College for Men and Women” 
Owned and controlled by the Lutheran Synods of South 
Carolina, Georgia-Alabama, and Florida 
In the heart of ‘““The Iodine Center of the Nation” 
Thorough courses leading to A.B. and B.Mus. degrees 


Able faculty, adequate equipment, home-like atmosphere, 
well-balanced program of student activities 


Expenses for session less than $350.00 
For Catalogue, Write JAMES C. KINARD, President 


Susquehanna University 


(Co-educational) Selinsgrove, Pa. 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., President 


AN ACCREDITED COLLEGE : 
Stressing Quality In the Heart of Pennsylvania 


A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America’s Outstanding Graduate Schools 


High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 
A.B., B.S. and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write either 


Emily E. Swettman, George F. Dunkelberger, Ph.D., 
Registrar Dean 


GIVE THESE USEFUL FOUR-PAGE 


BIBLE HELP FOLDERS 


IN YOUR LEAGUE DURING FEBRUARY 


Page 1—Title Pages 2 and 3—Bible Gems Page 4—Luther League Emblem and Motto 


| February is Bible Month 


©" Way to Make 
Che Must 
Out of Your 
Bible 


What You Should 
Know Where to Find 


Pethlehem 
[(uther 


T(rague 
Qangor, Dass. 


Holy Trinity Luther League 


Salem, Minnesota 


A sacred glory gilds its page 
ACajestic like the sun, 

It has a light for every age, 
It gives, but borrows none 


Gray Color—Actual Size Buff Color—Actual Size 


Splendid helps for inspirational reading. Pointers to the gems of the Bible, where to 
find the Lord’s Prayer, the Beatitudes, the Ten 
Commandments, the Love Chapter, the Rest 
Verse, etc. 


Contains references, such as: 
When in sorrow, read John 14 
When you have sinned, read Psalm 27 


Your League’s Name Will Be Printed on these Folders Without Additional Charge 


PRICE, either style, 100 - - $1.75 
PRICE, either style, 250 - - 3.00 


POSTAGE PAID 
US" (REMITTANCE MUST ACCOMPANY ORDER) “3 


Assortment not permitted. If you desire some of each Folder, order at the above prices individ- 
ually. No less than 100 of either Folder sold. SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. 


THE LUTHER PRESS 


Everything in Luther League Supplies 
429-437 HERR STREET HARRISBURG, PENNA. 


